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The SPEAKER. ae nen the gen- | Fules, but that he has only postponed its consid- || read yesterday, in the Committee of the Whole on 


tleman from New York ra AVEN]} submitted 
a motion to commit a bill then pending before the 
House, and before taking his seat he made a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules. The motion was enter- 
tained by the then occupant of the chair. Being 
objected to by some gentleman upon the floor, 
the gentleman from Ohio took an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair entertaining the motion to 
suspend the rules. The Chair sustains the decis- 
jon of the occupant of the chair of last evening. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I respectfully beg leave to 
disagree with the Chair, but as | do not wish to 
consume the time of the House in discussing a 
question involving a very unimportant matter, and 
perhaps a very just claim, I withdraw the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. Will the House hear the 
Chair a moment upon the question of order, as 
perhaps the same question may arise again? The 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Haven] having 
the floor, and having submitted a motion to com- 
mita bill, was entitled to make a speech. There 
is no doubt of that. If he choose to give up that 
epeech, he can make a motion. Can there beany 
objection to*that? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I draw a distinction be- 
tween theright to make a speech, and the right to 
make a motion. 

The SPEAKER. The two motions are not 
double, so as to conflict with each other and dis- 
arrange the order of business. 
withdrawn, the motion to suspend the rules is the 
first business in order. 


REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE, by unanimous consent, 
from the select committee to which was referred 
the memorial of Samuel A. Warner and others, 
in relation to leveeing the east bank of the Missis- 
sippi, in the States of Kentucky and Tennessee, 
reported a joint resolution in relation to the over- 
flow of land near the Mississippi river, in the 
States of Kentucky and Tennessee; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. MAXWELL here obtained the floor. 

Mr. HAVEN. I call for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would beg leave 
to suggest to the House that it should allow all 
unimportant business, which shall give rise to no 
debate, to be submitted to the House, and if any- 
thing is presented that shall give rise to debate, 
it shall be returned to the member presenting it. 
It would be a great relief to the Chair, as well as 
to members, if that course should be pursued. 

Mr. HAVEN. Suppose I omit to call for the 
regular order of business, and surrender the floor, 
and a member should object to any business, 
would not my motion come up first? : 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman certainly will 
not lose any right he now has. 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, then, under the sug- 
gestion of the Chair, I will not call for the regular 
order of business, but allow business to progress 
as su ted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will again state 
that the first business in order is the consideration 
pal gentleman’s motion for a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will withdraw that motion 
for the present. . 

_Mr. BRIDGES. Mr. Speaker, I have a mo- 
tion to submit, which, | am sure, can meet with 
no objection when it is explained. 

_ The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida 
is entitled to the floor if there be no objection to his 
proposition. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I hope the gentleman from 
Florida will yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I would be glad to do so at 
any other time, but, under existing circumstances, 
the gentleman must excuse me from doing so. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that the gentleman from New York has en- 
tirely withdrawn his motion for suspension of the 
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eration. He used the word withdraw. 
Mr. HAVEN. The Chair’s understanding is 
cerrect. My motion is only suspended. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I demand the regular || 
order of business. 
Mr. BRIDGES. I would appeal to the gentle- | 
man from California to withdraw that demand for | 


&@ moment, so as to allow me to have disposed of | commit the amendments; and I move that, by 
a bill to which there will be no-objection ? | unanimous consent, the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
Mr.McDOUGALL. At the request of several | eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thir- 
gentlemen, I withdraw my demand for the regular || teenth Senate amendments, which are as follows, 
order of business. be transferred to that portion of the bill after the 
The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from || one hundred and fifty-second line; and that there 
Florida will submit his proposition. be put at their head the ae For fulfilling 
TAMPA LAND DISTRICT. | treaties with the Chippewas of Lake Superior, so 
Mr. MAXWELL. Mr. Speaker, I move to || 2% to conform to the treaty concluded the 30th of 
take up and put on its shame’ Seeate bill (No. || September, 1854.” My motion is at the instance 
534) to amend an act entitled ‘* Anact to establish || °f the Commitee on Indian Affairs. 
a land district in the State of Florida, to be called | Fifth amendment : 
the district of Tampa.’’ A word of explanation || For expenses (in part) of selecting reservations, and sur- 
will satisfy the House of the propriety of the | weine and marking the boundaries thereof, per second, 
passage of the bill. It is merely to supply an 1854/9300 articles of the weaty of September 30, 
omission in an act passed at the last session of |) g's , 
Congress. Sixth amendment: A. 
The bill was read in extenso; and then ordered to || coin goods’ Ker asticultutal implements: de, and oduct, 
ba pene a ae time; and it was read the third time, || tion, &c., per fourth article of the treaty of September 30, 
and passed. 


|| 1854, $10,000, 
Mr. MAXWELL. I move to reconsider the || Seventh amendment: 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay that For the purchase of clothing and other articles, to be 
motion on the table. given tothe young men at the next annuity payment, as 
; o yer fourth article of the treaty of September JV, ldod, $4, . 
The latter motion was agreed to. per Mart erGelnes a . 30, 1854, 94,800 
TheSPEAKER The Chair will submit a || Eighth amendment: ; 
proposition Is it the pleasure of the House that || For the purchase of agricultural implements and other 
fi half he h busi Il gig ine to | articles, as presents for the mixed-bioods, per fourth article 
ora hall hour such business as Wilt give rise tO || of whe treaty of September 30, 1854, $6,000. 
no debate may be received and disposed of? Ninth d : 
Cries of ** Agreed!”? ‘*Go on! eee 
r JONES, of Tennessee For the payment of such debts as may be directed by the 
. + 5 . 


| the state of the Union, and I donot see any neces- 
sity for their being again read. One vote will dis- 
pose of the whole matter. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection their 
reading will be dispensed with. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HAVEN. I withdraw the motion to re- 





Until twelve 


chiefs in open council, and found to be just and correct by 
o’clock. re. | the Secretary of the Interior, per fourth article of the treaty 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection made? of September 30, 1854, $90,000. 


Mr. JONES. There is. 


Mr. BRIDGES. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- | 
tion of House bill (No. 465) for the relief of Isaac || 
Adams. It is for the extension of a patent until | 
1864. 

(Cries of ‘I object!”’ ‘I object!’’] 

Mr. BRIDGES. One word of explanation will 
satisfy the House of the justice of the measure. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. Discussion is 
out of order. treaty of September 30, 1854, $5,040. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Then I move thatthe rules of |; Thirteenth amendment: 
the House be suspended for the purpose I have || For the first of twenty instaliments for the support of six 
indicated. | stnith-shops, per fifth and second articles of the treaty of 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending || September 99, 1854, $1,920. 
for the suspension of the rules. | The question was taken; and the motion was 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 rise to a question of | agreedto. _ 
order. My colleague obtained the floor for the || _ The question was then taken on the report of 
purpose of having taken up and put on its passage 1} the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
a bill for the relief of some land officers who have | Union, as amended on motion by Mr. Haven; 
suffered much. It is a righteous bill. He could || 2d it was adopted. : 
not move a suspension of the rules for the purpose || Mr. HAVEN. I move to reconsider the vote 
indicated, because there was a motion to suspend | by which the report of the committee, as amended, 
the rules already penting I demand the regular || W28 adopted, and to lay that motion upon the 
order of business—the disposition of the motion | table. ‘ 
to suspend the rules made by the gentleman from || The latter motion was agreed to. 

New Lehr that we may get to the business of | ACCOUNTS OF ALABAMA. 
ee age Mr. DOWDELL obtained the floor 

Mr. HAVEN. I will call up and have my || 4," ee eat 
spotted disposed of when we have takets action os | Mr. HAVEN. I will suggest to the gentleman 
the amendments of the Senate to the Indian appro- |, fom Alabama, and to gentlemen upon all sides, 

riation bill. We can do it in a few minutes. || ‘Pat it will be better to dispose of my motion to 


r | suspend the rules, and then other motions to sus- 
oonblee SE te eee pend the rules will be in order. 


| Mr. DOWDELL. ' 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. | scarcely a moment during the preeta session. I 
The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent || have preferred to evince my disposition to serve 
of the House that the amendments of the Senate | the country by action rather than words. This 
te the Indian appropriation bill be taken up and | is the second time I have obtained the floor. I 
i of? | have a little favor to ask of the Flouse. It is the 
ere was no objection. | first favor I have asked of the House, and it will 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed to || be the last. 

read the amendments, with the action of the Com-|| [Cries of ** Agreed !’’ ‘* No speech !’’} 
mittee of the Whole on the gtate of the Union. r. DOWDELL. ask the House to take up 
Mr. HOUSTON. These amendments were all || and pass Senate bill (No. 543) to settle certain 


Tenth amendment: 
For the payment of such debts of the Bois Forte bande 
| as may be directed by their chiefs, and found to be jast and 
correct by the Secretary of the Intetri»r, per twelfth article 

of the treaty of September 30, 1854, $10,000, 

Eleventh amendmeg: 
| For the payment of the first of five installments in blank- 
| ets, cloth, &c., to the Bois Porte band, per twelfth article of 
the treaty of September 30, 1854, $2,000, 

Fwelfth amendment: 


For the first of twenty installments for the pay of six 
smiths and assistants, per fifth and second articies of the 








I have detained the House 





: 
4 
4 
- 
; 
4 
% 
” 
: 
t 
é 
' 


5 
i 
t 


pits 


eT TE ean Be Te * 


aes 








[ 
a 
x 
! 


Tbe A et Ft, CCAR eA 5 Mac ae te 


oni» 


mas Niet a 


994 


—— = 
accounts between the United States and the State || 


of Alabama. It in simply a bill to authorize the 
proper officers to settle the accounts with the State 
of Alabama growing out of the sixth section of 
the act for the admission of that State into the 
Union. 
By the sixth section of that act it is provided: 
*« That five per centum of the net proceeds of lands lying 


within the said Territory, and which shall be sold by Con- || 
i from and after the first day of September, in the year || 
819, after deducting all the expenses incident to the same, || 


shall be reserved for making roads, canals,”’ &c. 

Under this compact and subsequent laws, that 
amount is to be paid over to the State. This pro- 
vision was made for the State, in consideration of , 
her agreement that the public lands within her 
limits should be exempt from taxation, and those 
which might be sold should likewise not be taxed | 
for five years after such sale, When this compact | 
was made. the practice of the Government had 
been to sell all of the public lands for cash. The 


State, therefore, on entering into the compact, very | 


justly expected the same rule to be observed; at 
east, that no departure would be made to her 
injury. By treaties subsequently made with the 
Choctaws, Creeks, and Chickasaws, the United 
States acquired large bodies of lands within the 
limits of Alabama, portions of which were re- 
served to individual Indians, to procure the assent 
of the tribes to a cession of their lands, and for 
other purposes. The Government has long since 
parted with its title to much the larger part of these 
reservations, and patents have been issued to the 
reservees or their assignees. For these reserva- 


tions the United States received a valuable con- | 


sideration in being enabled to extinguish the In- 
dian title for a lesa sum of money. Itis proposed 
by the bill to pay to the State the five per centum 


fund due upon these lands, estimating them at the | 


minimum price. 
pact, and strictly just and equitable. 
will be no objection. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. 

Mr. DOWDELL. The bill was unanimously | 
reported by the Committee on Public Lands in the 
Senate. It is recommended by the Commissioner 
of Public Lands, who is a vigilant and faithful 
officer. I hope the gentleman will withdraw his 
objection. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. _I cannot. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Let me ask 
the Chair a question. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether, if the motion of the gentleman from New | 
York [Mr. Haven] is put 
not be in order for other members to move to sus- 
pend the rules in other cases? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order. 


It is in pursuance of the com- 
I hope there 


On motion by Mr. KURTZ, it was 
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|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task for the read. 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files ing of the act of 1844. 
of the House the papers in the case of Andrew Chapman, | 


a soldier in the war of the Revolution, for the purpose of 
having them presented to the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. WALBRIDGE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to take from the files of 
the House copies of the papers in the case of Michaeb 
Nourse. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Will the House allow me to 
report back the Senate amendments to the Post 


it printed and referred ? 
here being no objection, the bill of the House 
making appropriations for the service of the Post 


Mr. WALSH. I object to the bill, 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I move to suspeng 


| the rules for the purpose of having it taken 


j 
| 
i 
} 
i 
| 


and I will inform the Houg@ what are the provis- 
'jons of the act which this bill proposes to amend, 
'Itis an act of Congress, passed in 1844, for the 
benefit of the proprietors of towns upon public 
lands belonging to the United States. That ac; 
gave these proprietors the right to enter three hun. 
dred and twenty acres atthe Government price of 


| Office eer bill, for the purpose of having | gj 25 an acre. That act appliedonly to surveyed 


lands. The proposition now is to extend the pro. 
visions of that act also to unsurveyed lands, that 
it may meet the waiits of the citizens of the Ter. 


Office Department for the year ending the 30th of | ritories where the lands have not been surveyed, 
June, 1856, with the Senate amendments thereto, | 
was reported back, referred to the Committee of | arrived (twelve o’clock, m.) to which the bill 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered | taken up yesterday, granting bounty lands to the 


to be printed. 
HON. B. W. DENT. 
Mr. CHASTAIN. I ask the consent of the 
House to introduce a resolution. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I object, and call for the 
vote upon the motion to suspend the rules. 
Mr. CHASTAIN. 


the resolution he will not object. 


The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The time hag 


|| officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, was post- 
| poned, and that is the first business in order. 


Mr. WHITFIELD. I hope the House wil} 


| act upon the motion of the gentleman from Ne. 


If the gentleman will hear | 
It is in behalf 


of my colleague, Colonel Dent, who has been | 


confined at home by sickness for the whole ses- 


| 
j 


sion. The resolution is to give him his per diem | 


for the session. 
been passed by the House in all similar cases. 

I move the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be paid to the honorable B. W. 


It is precisely the same as has || 


braska. 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to report a bill from 
| the Committee on the Judiciary, for the purpose 

of reference merely. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I have submitted a motion 


to suspend the rules, and it has not yet been acted 
| 


}; On. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman submitted 


Dent his per diem for the second session of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, he having been detained at home by sick- | 


ness. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
jection. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
received, considered, and adopted. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I desire the consent of the 
House to take up a bill to which there can be no 
possible objection. I ask consentto take up Sen- 
ate bill No. 560. 


I will withdraw my ob- 


his motion at the very moment when the bounty 
land bill came up, being aspecial order. The gen- 


| tleman’s motion to suspend the rules will hold 


| over until that matter is disposed of, and then 
| come up regularly in its order. 
R. R. WARD AND OTHERS. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, then, by unanimous con- 
sent, reported a bill for the relief of R. R. Ward, 


| 
| 
| 


| F. G. Halleck, and Jacob Little; which was read 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I | 


rise to a question of order. [ demand the vote 
upon the motion to suspend the rules upon the 
Mason case. 


GENERAL RICHARD B. MASON. 


Mr. DOWDELL. The gentleman from Ohio | vides that all the provisions of the act approved 


» Gemment 8 sof to withd his || February 3, 1853, entitled ‘* An act for the relief 
en eee ene ae | of Brevet Brigadier General Riley, and to enab! 
|| him to settle his accounts with the United States, 
|| be applied to the heirs of Brigadier General Rich- 


objection to the bill for settling the accounts with 
the State of Alabama. I ask the consent of the 
House, therefore, that that bill may be taken up 
and disposed of. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up, 
and read through by the Clerk, and then ordered 
to a third reading; and was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 1 move to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill just now taken up upon the motion of my col- 
league, [Mr. Dowpe.t,] was passed, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The question was taken; and the latter motion 
agreed to. 


‘| ard B. Mason, in reference to all moneys raised 


and collected by him for contributions, penalties, 
| internal assessments, duties, or other objects, in 
California, from June 1, 1847, to April 15, 1849; 


| and that the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
'| ury Department, in settling the accounts of Mason, 


| 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the | 


regular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair again states that | 


the regular order of business is upon the motion 
rules. 


question. I move that when this House adjourns, 
it adjourn to meet at seven o’clock this evening, 


| 
| 


of the gentleman from New York, to suspend the | 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I rise to a privileged | 


for the purpose of considering private claims, = 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is not a priv- | 


eged question. 
he SPEAKER. Itis not only nota privileged | 
question, but the motion is not in order. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 


On motion by Mr. SIMMONS, it was 
Ordere?, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
sae pears oe rs in ae case of Sally Slyter, widow | 
onathan Slyter, deceased, for the purpose of ha’ them 
presenied before the Couuaissioner of Pensions. ~~ 


| be authorized and required to allow as a credita 
commission of one and a half per cent. upon the 
moneys so raised, collected, and disbursed by 
/ him while he was Governor of California during 
| the time stated above. 
| Mr. HAVEN. 
| to the House—— 
[Cries of ‘Oh, no!’ and * Let the bill pass !’’] 
Mr. HAVEN. I want it to pass, and the few 
words that I have to say are, that I move the pre- 
| vious question on the passage of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 
The bill was then ordered to be read a third 








and passed, 
SETTLERS ON GOVERNMENT LANDS 


Mr. GIDDINGS, of Nebraska. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further consideration of a bill to amend 
the act of Congress, approved May 23, 1844, 
entitled ** An act for the relief of citizens of towns 
upon lands of the United States, under certain 
circumetances.”’ 

The bill was read for information. 


. 


a first and second time by its title. 
Mr. STANTON. [ask if it is in order, under 
the bill lately passed, to refer this bill to the court 


|| of claims? 


| 
; The motion of Mr. Haven to suspend the rules || 
d di ed of, it will || for the purpose of taking up Senate bill (No. 285) | be referred to a Committee of the Whole House 

nT for the relief of the heirs of Brigadier General Rich- || and printed. 
| ard B. Mason, was then taken up for consideration. \| 
The bill was read through by the Clerk. It pro- | 


e | consent of the House to take up Senate bill No. 
»» | 679, relating to Oregon and Oregon affairs, and 
| necessary for the protection of the interests of the 
| 


| Mr. READY. 


| The SPEAKER. Why the court is not yet 
| organized. 


Mr. STANTON. Then I move that the bill 


The motion was agreed to. 


NEW COLLECTION DISTRICTS. 
| Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I ask the unanimous 


Government in that Territory. __ 
I rise to a question of order. I 


|| obtained the floor half an hour since, when the 


I desire to say these few words | 


i time; and it was accordingly read the third time, || 


Mr. READY. I will not object to the bill of 
| 


| gentleman from New York [Mr. Haven] claimed 
his privilege. I thought that I should have been 
|| entitled to the floor when that bill was disposed 
| of, and if so, I insist on it. : 
|| TheSPEAKER. Under the rules, the gentle- 
| man would not have been entitled to the floor; but, 
|| had the Chair remembered the circumstances, a 
| feeling of courtesy, at least, would have induced 
him to hunt out the gentleman from Tennessee 
from among the mass of gentlemen seeking the 
Seors but the gentleman has no claim under the 
rule. 


the gentleman from Oregon, but I hope I shall be 
ovoned to have the floor when he has disposed of 
| his bill. 7 
Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I desire to know 
_ what becomes of the bounty land bill? s 
The SPEAKER. The effect of these motions 
| is to postpone that bill for the moment only. 
|. On motion by Mr. LANE, of Oregon, by unan- 
| imous consent, the following bill was then taken 
| from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and 
second time by its title: ‘ 
| _ Senate bill (No. 679) to establish the collection 
districts of Cape Perpetua and Port Orford, in the 
Territory of Oregon; and to fix the salaries of the 
officers of customs therein. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. 1 
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re the gentleman from Oregon whether that bill 


has been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury? 4 . 

Mr.LANE. Atthe last session I introduced a 
bill, and had it referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce in this House. I was sent to the Secreta 
of the Treasury by that committee, and the bill 
just read has been poeeret by the Secretary of 
the Treasury himself, and sentto this House. A 
copy of it was also sent to the Senate, and passed. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was read the third time, and passed. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY BILL. 


Mr. PECKHAM. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up—— 

Mr. CHASTAIN, (interrupting.) I call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I hope the gentleman from 
Georgia will withdraw that call. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mippteswarru,] who 
holds the floor, consents that I should offer this bill. 

Mr. CHASTAIN withdrew the call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I now ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to allow me to calt up Sen- 
ate bill (No. 560) to carry into effect the treaty 
stipulations between the United States and Great 
Britain. I mean the Canadian reciprocity.treaty. 
It is a bill to which there is not the slightest objec- 
tion. It contains only two sections; and it has 
unanimously passed the Senate. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded 
to take up Senate bill (No. 560) to amend an act 


to carry into effect the treaty between the United || 


States and Great Britain, approved 5th August, 
1854. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The SPEAKER, If there be no objection, the 
bill will be read a second time. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I give notice that after the 


passage of this bill I shall insist on the regular | 


order of business. 

Mr. COBB. I object to the bill being read a 
second time. 

Mr. PECKHAM. 
to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is notin order, 
- we are now acting under suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order. 
That is, that under the 3lst rule, a member shall 
rise in his seat when he addresses the Chair; and 
1 ask the Chair if that rule does not require the 
member to rise from his own seat? 

TheSPEAKER. TheChairdecides that, within 
the spirit of the rule, a member rises from his own 
seat if he rises from a seat at all. That is a decis- 
ion as old, almost, as the legislation of Congress. 
The Chair sustains the point of order to the extent 
that it is proper for a gentleman to rise from his 
seat, or, at least, from a seat, when he addresses 
the Chair. = 

Mr. HENN. The rule says his seat. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not, as it 
stated this morning, recognize any gentleman 
addressing the Chair except from his seat. 

Mr. HENN., I wish to state to the Speaker the 
reason why I make this point of order. It is, that 
those gentlemen who retain their seats do not get 
the floor, while those gentlegen who leave their 
seats alone get it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges the 
force of what the gentleman says, and will state 
that, even if it should happen that a gentleman 
standing on the floor had been recognized, the 
Chair will rule him off the floor unless he rises 
from his seat. 

_Mr. HENN. I hope that the rule will be car- 
ried out. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair mentions this that 
the House may aid in the execution of the rule. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. ‘he Chair cannot recognize 
the gentleman, as he has not been in his seat for 
half an hour. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I rise from 
my seat, and call for the regular order of business. 
COMMUNICATION FROM SECRETARY OF THE 

TREASURY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


Munication from the Secretary of the Treasury 
Containing the annual report of that officer, show- 


Is it not in order to move 


THE 











United States, which, on motion by Mr. Jones, 
of Tennessee, was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which received the signature of 
the Speaker: 


An act to establish a circuit court of the United |! 


States in and for the State of California; 

An act a the times of holding the United 
States courts in Tennessee; 

An act authorizing the purchase or construction 
of four additional revenue cutters; and 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Joseph Savage, deceased. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxtns, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had agre 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill for the relief 
of the purchasers and locators of swamp and over- 
flowed lands. 

A message was also received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed bills of the 
Roane without amendments, with the following 
titles: 

An act to provide a more efficient discipline in 
the Navy; and 

An act to amend the act approved August 26, 





| river, in the Territory of Minnesota,’ and for 
| other purposes. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.- 





the United States, by Smney Wensrtenr, Esq., his 
Private Secretary, notifying the House that he had 
approved and signed bills of the following titles: 


for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856, and 
for other purposes; * 
An act for the relief of Lot Davis; and’ 





An act making appropriation for military de~ | 
nding, in Louisiana. %|| ment. 


fenses at Proctor’s 
BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


| ness is the consideration of the following bill: 
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ing the condition of all the banks throughout the 


to the report of || 


A message was received from the President of }| 





995 





| Mr. DISNEY. [do not prepese to change the 





_ hour of meeting of the House, but only to change 
|, the disposition of business of the evening session. 
The SPEAKER. It can be only done by unani- 
mous consent. It isa proposition to take a recess; 
and we have no rule authorizing us to do this. 
|| Mr. DISNEY. I expressly stipulated that it 
|, should be an adjournment. 
The SPEAKER. To be sure it is an adjourn- 
| ment; but the motion would not be in order. 
Mr. DISNEY. The rule expressly says, that 
| a motion to adjourn shall take precedence of all 





'| other motions. 


| ‘The SPEAKER. The motion submitted by 


| the gentleman from Ohio can only be entertained 


| by unanimous consent, and urfder a suspension of 
the rules. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Benton] yields the floor to the gentleman from 
| Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,} who submits the motion 
|| that the further consideration of the bounty land bill 
| be postponed until to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 
| Mr. CHASTAIN. And upon that I raise the 
|| question of order. I wish to know if it is in order 
or the enemies of the bill, by farming out the 
floor, to defeat its passage? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 


|| point of order raised by the gentleman from Geor- 





ia. 

| 7 Mr. CHASTAIN. I hope the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, will be voted down. 

| Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Will the House 

_ allow me to say one word before the question is 





|| taken; 

: || Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order, 
| 1852, entitled ‘‘ An act to reduce and define the || that the gentleman from Pennsylvania rises from 
| boundaries of the military reserve at St. Peter’s || the main aisle. 


The SPEAKER. 
| from a seat. 
| removed. 
Mr. HENN. I want the gentlemen upon this 
side of the House to have a fair chance. 
|| The SPEAKER. If the gentleman insists upon 
|| it, the Chair will order the officers of the House to 


| 


But the gentleman rises 
If objected to, the seats will be 


An act making appropriation for the payment | Teémove the seats from the main aisle, and to keep 
| of invalid and other pensions of the United States || ‘hem out. 


The officets of the House will execute 
|| the order, which is, that the chairs in the area be 
removed, and not returned there. 
Mr. COBB. What about these side seats? 
The SPEAKER. That is another arrange- 


(The officers of the House then proceeded to 


|| execute the order, and the chairs in the area and 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of buisi- } in the main aisle were removed.] 


|| Mr. CHASTAIN. 


How is it with reference 


Senate bill (No. 511) in addition to certain acts || to the seats which are immediately in front of the 


| granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers || usual seats of the Hall? 
who have been engaged in the military service of || for some time—— 
| the United States, upon which the gentleman from || 


Missouri {Mr. Par is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. PECKHAM. 
souri will yield the floor to me for a moment, I will 


fthe gentleman from Mis- | 


I have been an outsider 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that, by 
| the unanimous consent of the Elouse, as he under- 
stands it, these seats were placed in the position 


|| which they now occupy. 
ask the House to pass the bill which I have already | 


Mr. WALSH. The, gentleman from Georgia 


asked the consent of the House to take up and || has been an outsider during the whole session. 


pass, as the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
— objected to its passage, will withdraw his 
objection. =. 


tr. MAYALL. I object. 


OBB] |) 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I believe a member 
| has the right to’speak from any part of the Hall he 
| pleases. I understand the gentleman from Mis- 
| souri has given way to the gentleman from Ten- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If thé gentleman || nessee, to enable him to make a motion to poat- 
from Missouri will yield the floor to me for a mo- || pone the further consideration of this bill until 


ment, I will move that the rules of the House be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into the 


nogponed until twelve o’clock to-morrow. 
r. BENTON. I will not object to it. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to make a privileged 
motion. I am aware of the im 
House in listening to the reports of the Committee 
on Public Lands. The House have been engaged 
in evening sessions in general discussion. y 
proposition is this: If the House will give the 


aS 
SSE 


to report, I will pledge myself to trouble them no 
more this session. Instead of spending this even- 
ing in general discussion, let ws devote it to the 
di of matters from the Committee on Public 
Lands. My motion is, that when this House 
way ae to — seven see 
evening, for the purpose of hear reports from 
the Semesieten én Public Leads. - 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio is not in order 
under the rules. We cannot change the hour of 

i meeting by a motion of that kind, 


|| to-morrow morning. 


|| TheSPEAKER. Thatis the state of the ques- 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; || tion. 


and I will move, also, that the bounty land bill be || 


| | that 


Committee on Public Lands this evening in which | 


Is that so? 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Well, the House 
| has given me the right to say a few words before 


|| that motion is taken. 


| 
1} 


The SPEAKER.. The gentleman has the right 


tience of the || to make a speech. Ww. 
| Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. When this bill was 


brought up yesterday, the House will recollect 
made a motion to strike out the proviso to 
| the first section of the bill, and that I called the 
| previous question uponit. The previous question 
| was not sustained. I desire to state that it was 
my intention, if the vote had been taken upon the 
| amendment, to have followed it up by agking that 
| other amendments might be adopted. 
Now, | will, with the permission of the House, 
oint out what other amendments I desire should 
& made, I am free to say that the thirteenth sec- 
| tion of this bill is such a one as I never could vote 
| for myself. Iam perfectly astonished that such 
| a body as the Senate of the United States should 
pass such a bill. It must have been passed through 


| inadvertence, for I desire to cast no reflection upon 
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that body. I think the whole House will agree | Mr. MIDDLESWA 


that the thirteenth section ought to be stricken out. 
I understand that the Commissioner of Pensions 
has said that if the bill should pass with that eec- 
tion attached to it, he can never carry it into effect; 
that it is contradictory to the other parts of the 


bill; that he would let it stand unexecuted until the | 


next session of Congress, and would then call upon 
that Congress to pass an act explanatory of this 
bill. I trust that section will be stricken out. 
There is another section which, | think, does 
not properly belong to the bill. The object of 
the bill, in the first place, is bounty—that is, the 
iving to the soldiers of the war of 1812 the same 
anty land which was given to those engaged in 
the Mexican war, but the seventh section of this 
bill is upon another subject. Its object is to in- 
crease the invalid pensions, and I say it does not 
properly belong to this bill. If the majority of 
the House desire to have it stricken out, I have 
no objection. If both sections mentioned be 
stricken out, the bill will then provide for bounty 
lands, as it was originally intended to do. If the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri is adopted, and the bill be passed in that 
form, it will repeal the bounty land act of 1850. 
i understand, by hearing his amendment read, 
that it requires six months’ service before the 
soldiers can be entitled to bounty land. 
I hope the friends of this bill will not agree to 
ge its consideration for another hour. We 
ave already had a great deal of trouble to get the 
bill before the House, and now that it is before it, 
I hope it will be retained there until it is disposed 
of, one way or the other. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 
Chair what the question is before the House? 
The SPEAKER, The question is the motion 
to postpone, until twelve o'clock to-morrow, the 
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= ne re 
RTH. I would inquire of | I did not want the previous question on the pag. 
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the Chair whether, at this time, it is in order to | sage of the bill, for I was as much opposed to the 


move to submit an amendment to strike out cer- 
tain portions of the bill, with the permission of the 


|| gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Benton ‘} 


The SPEAKER. It is not now in order to 
submit any motion in the nature of an amendment. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. Mivue- 
swaRTH] has submitted an amendment to strike out 
the proviso to the first section, and the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Benton] has a pending 
amendment to that proviso. The Chair will now 
| hear the nature of the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. - : 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I wish to inquire 
| of the Chair whether it is in order now to submit 
|to the House a modification of the amendment 1 
| submitted yesterday, that is, to strike out the 
proviso to the first section? 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 

until the motion to postpone is disposed of. 
Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I hope the friends 
| of the bill will vote down the motion to postpone. 
The question was then taken on the motion to 
| postpone, and, on a division, there were—ayes 
60, noes 86. 

So the House refused to postpone the consider- 
ation of the bill. 

Mr. BENTON took the floor. 

Mr. BRIDGES. The gentleman will permit 








|| me to say a single word before he commences his 


|| remarks. 


I desire to inquire of the || to the gentleman from Missouri. 


I understand that my colleague from 


|| Pennsylvania [Mr. MippLeswarrts] intends, at 


| the proper time, to move to strike out the thir- 
| teenth section, which, I believe, is objectionable 
I would say to 


|| that gentleman—and it is proper that he should 


hear it—that, if the thirteenth section be stricken 
| out, and soldiers receive their allotments of Jand 


further consideration of this bill,and all discussion || under the bill as it will then stand, there will be 


must be confined to the question of time alone. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 


will say that I hope it is || 


|| something like one billion three hundred and thirty 
million acres of land left as the property of the | 


not the pleasure of the House to postpone its con- || United States. 


gideration another hour. 


Ll appeal to every gen- | 


| 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no ob- 


tleman who is in favor of the general provisions || jection to the amendment proposed by the member 
of this bill to vote against the proposition to post- || from Pennsylvania to the bill which he has in 
pone its consideration, and to meet the question || charge. The bill needs amendment, God knows! 


now, to go on and perfect the bill, and make it as 
perfect as we can, and then dispose of it before we 
adjourn to-day. It has been once postponed. It 
was postponed yesterday; and I have heard no 
reason assigned to-day why it should be further 
postponed. There has not been a bill before the 
present Congress, which appeals so strongly to 
the patriotism of every member upon this floor 
as this very bill. There are enough friends to 
pass it; and I hope we shall now perfect it, and 
pass it. If its friends think the bill is imperfect, let 
them perfect it, and pass it. 1 appeal to gentle- 
men upon both sides of the House to meet this 
uestionnow. Ifyou postpone it until to-morrow, 
the important appropriation bills from the Senate 
may come to the House and demand considera- 
tion, and throw this over still longer, at great 
hazard of its being lost for want of time to act upon 
it. I appeal to the House to go on with the sub- 
ject now, and not postpone it. I beg gentlemen 
not to permit the enemies of the bill to defeat it, 
by nt its postponement from day to day. 

Mr. HENN. Irise toa question of order. The 
gentleman is not speaking to the question of time 
when the bill shail be considered, and he is not, 
therefore, in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. It is unnecessary for the 
gentleman to call me to order, as | have made all 
the remarks I desire to make at this time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. If I under- 
stand the feeling and views of the friends of this 
bill, it will take but five or ten minutes to modify 
the bill, so as to meet the approbation of its friends. 
My colleague, [ Mr. Ricwarpson,] who has proved 
himself the soldier’s friend by something better 
than talk, is now a a substitute for the 
whole bill, which, I think, will meet the approba- 
tion of the friends of the bill, and that is all we 
want,and we can then pass the bill. There are 
gentlemen here who are trying to postpone the 
consideration of this bill, when they know that 
important business, indispensable to be done, is 
accumulating every hour, and which, if this bill 
is postponed, will not only endanger its e, 
but other bills now before Congress. I hope we 
ome it now, and the sooner it is done the 


|| and all in the way he proposes, by striking out— 
| even to the last word of it. I will vote with him 
for the amendment; and I make him a thousand 
thanks in the name of the country for what he has 
said this morning’ upon the floor of the House. 
Did ever a legislative body receive such an admo- 
nition against hasty, inconsiderate, headlong legis- 
lation as that member gave to this House this 
morning? Was there ever an instance so strik- 
| ing, and which ought to go to the heads and hearts 
| of men charged with the duty of national legisla- 
tion, as that admonition? I will not say what he 
| said with respect to the Senate who passed this 
| bill. He was right, but the rules will not let me 
| repeat his words—his heart was against the man- 





| ner in which he is proceeding—but the friends of 


| this measure felt called on yesterday to demand 
| the previous question. It was not the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania—no, sir; his heart was against 
| that headlong step, against calling the previous 
| aivaton on a bill of the magnitude of this one, 
and that too when it had been unconsidered by 
any of the standing committees of this House, 
unconsidered by the House in Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, when we had 
| been warned against it by that appalling report 
made out on the spur of the occasion by the Com- 
| missioner of Pensions; but he was forced into it. 
We all saw what was done—members tugging and 
pulling at him, and urging him to call the question. 
Appalling as that report is, | know that it does 
not reach the amount of damage which this bill is 
to do, not merely to the United States, but to the 
old soldiers themselves. What does the member 
say this morning? He gets up and moves to 
strike out the very provisions which were to be 
passed through under the screw and gag of the 
previous question if it had not been for the struggle 
which a small minority of us made. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Will the distin- 
guished gentleman permit me to explain? 

Mr. BENTON. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. When! called for 
the previous question, it was not my intention to 
have it operate on the passage of the bill. I desired 
to have a vote of the House on the amendment 





thirteenth section as any other member. 


I never 


| would vote for it. 


! 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, I accept all that 


| is said by the venerable and respectable member 


from Pennsylvania. 








| 


| committee o 








His heart is right. But 
what have we got? What did he tell us this 
morning? Hespoke from his feelings—his honest 
feelings—when he expressed his amazement that 
such a bill as this could have come from the other 
branch of the Legislature. He may have been 
out of order in making that remark, but it was 
honest sentiment, whieh is above all rules of order, 
He expressed an honest sentiment, sir, in con. 
demning the conduct of the Senate; and what is 
the lesson which it reads the House? It reads 
us this lesson: that our ancestors, the fathers of 
this form of Government under which we live, in 
providing two Houses of Congress, intended that 
one should be a check upon the other—not a sin- 
gle body, like a French National Convention, in 
which a proposition, no matter of what magnitude, 
the larger the better, was passed by acclamation 
the moment stated. We were not to bea single 
body for legislation. We were to have two bodies, 
and each body was to do its duty in examining 
everything to be done. The body receiving a 
measure from the other, takes it up as an original 
proposition, uninfluenced by what took place in 
the other body. The two Houses were to check, 
and not to follow eachother. In obedience to the 
duty of this body, and under the rules of this 
House, this measure was to go to one of the 
standing committees, then to a Committee of the 
Whole House, or to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and in all these places 
to bethoroughly examined. Thisis the character 
of our form of Government; these are the guards 
which the wisdom and patriotism of our ancestors 
provided, in order to prevent hasty, inconsiderate, 
crude, rash, heedless legislation. 

This bill was received from the Senate, and un- 
der the press of the previous question was to be 


put on its passage without having been considered 


y any standing committee, or by the Committee 
of the Whole, or discussed by the House. If it 
had passed as it was then intended it should pass, 
what a bill we should have had, in the words of 
the member himself? What a dreadful thing we 
should have had yesterday, according to his own 
account of it this morning? We should have 
passed a bill upon a blind rush, the enormity of 
which astounds him at the conduct of the Senate 
in passing it. ; 

But, sir, what has one night produced? What 
has been discovered? What has been developed 
by him this morning? It stands fer a lesson, a 
warning, a caution. It is an admonition which I 
hope and trust may not be lost to this House. It 
is an admonition which should make us pause 
and think—make us send this bill to a standing 
is House—to the Committee on 


| Public Lands, for examination into it under all its 
| aspects; the classes it will embrace; the land it will 
' take; the frauds it will breed; the plunder it will 
| make, both of the ‘‘ old soldiers”? and the young 
| Government. It should be put through every form 


which legislation prescribes or permits. Let the 
Public Land Committee examine into it, and then 
let them come forward and give us the results of 
their investigations. 

Mr. Chairman, we are here two hundred and 
thirty-four members. Every one is precisely equal 
to the other, in station and privilege. tis not for 
one member to rise in his place and say, ‘1am 
satisfied with the bill. I call the previous ques- 
tion. Pass it.”” Every member has the right to 
examine it for himself. Sir, it is not competent 
for the friends of a bill here, to whisper together 
here, or commune together elsewhere, and then 
say they are satisfied with a bill, and they will 

it. It is defeating the object for which the 
ouse was created. This House was created for 
consideration. Every member of the House— 
those against it as well as those for it—have the 
right to be satisfied also. Those opposed to a 
measure have a right to think and to know—to 
learn what tlfey are about—as well as its friends. 
Rules were made to secure those rights, and it is 
an pone of rules to deprive the copeneen st ese 
rights. ope a proposition I propose to ma 
before I sit doen will Sack ’ and that one of the 


which I had proposed, and on other amendments. || standing committees of this House—the Commit- 















tee on Public Lands—will have this bill referred 
them. 

” Sir, the report made by the Commissioner of 
Public Lands is perfectly appalling; but it is not 
up to the mark. I am, perhaps, older than he is, 
and have seen more of the working of this class 
of bills; and have studied this one. I cannot 
assent to his estimate—his inadequate estimate— 
that this bill will involve only near two hundred 
millions of acres of the publiclands. His numbers 
arelarge, but limited, and no man can assign limits 
to this deprédation; no one can assign the limit 
at which this bill will stop its ravages—the limit 
either in point of time or quantity. I cannot 
estimate the number of cases—instances—of 
volunteer citizens who have turned out upon an 
alarm, sometimes well founded and sometimes 
without foundation; who turned out and sought 
the danger, never thinking of receiving pay for it; 
who turned out for their country and for their own 
homes. Many of them were absent from their 
homes for some days or weeks; many of them not 
engaged in any active service at all, only goin 
towards the seat of alarm and ote back, an 
long enough going and returning to make the four- 
teen days’ campaign which this bill puts on a 
level with a three years’ or five years’ actual ser- 
vice. ; 

Sir, those extemporaneous men turned out in 
defense of their homes and country, without any 
expectation of receiving lands or pensions of the 
Government for their few days patriotic excursion, 
hardly thinking of pay, mostofthem. Yet four- 
teen days riding backwards and forwards, and 
that forty years after the time, they are to get one 
hundred and sixty acres of land. 
not to getit. But of that hereafter. 

Sir, there are no assignable limits to the opera- 
tion of this bill, either in time or land. 

Mr. Chairman, let me call the attention of the 
House to-some facts which it will only be neces- 
sary for the House to hear—to be made to think 
of—only made to remember—in order to enable 
them to begin to form conceptions of the effect of 
the passage of this bill. Take as an example the 
case of the military bounty land warrants which 
were granted by the State of Virginia in 1784, to 
her soldiers who were engaged in the Continental 
service. See how that case worked, and is work- 
ing; for it is still going on. To furnish the land 
believed by those who knew how many served— 
who were contemporaries with the service—it was 
estimated at more than sufficient to satisfy these 
land warrants, a strip of land between the Sciota 
and Little Miami rivers. And, sir, what was the 
number of these econtinentals? In other words, 
what was the population of Virginia then? Not 
more than one third whatitisnow. And how long 
has it taken to settle up the claims for warrants 
under the Virginia bounty land act of 1784? Sev- 
enty years! Yes, seventy years! and not done 
yet. Upwards of two generations have passed in 
efforts to satisfy those claims, no satisfaction yet 
—not through yet—constant paying, but never 
finishing. 

During a long service in the Senate, I have wit- 
nessed the repeated efforts that have been made to 
bring them to a close. We have tried upon time, 
and tried npee quantities; but in vain. e have 

rovided, about every two years, that they should 

e closed up within two years. Failing on time, 
we tried quantities. We asked how much would 
do?—got the answer—gave all that wasdemanded— 
only to be succeeded by new and larger demands. 
Effort after effort has been made, without getting 
to the end. The claims propagate and multiply. 
Contrary to the laws of animal gestation, the older 
they get the more prolifically they breed. I re- 
peat, that seventy years have gone by in satisfy- 
ing claims for Virginia bounty, when her popula- 
tion was less than one third what it is now. And 
not done yet. Time works on with them, and 
Space expands for them also. Those lands be- 
tween the Sciota and the Little Miami were soon 
exhausted, (though deemed more than enough by 
those who were contemporary, and the overplus 
ordered to revert,) and these warrant holders were 
Permitted to cross the rivers into the State of Ohio— 
and then cross over from Ohio into [ndiana—then 
into Illinois—into all the Northwest Territory that 
Virginia ever granted—and since have been per- 
mitted to fap the Mississippi—that boundary of 
the Union when they were ‘granted, and spread 
over the new and vast acquisition of Louisiana. 
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| legislation ! 


| Revolution ? 


| twenty! for the population of the Union is sixty 
No! They are || 


| is not land enough in our America, to satisfy the || 
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And where now? Crossing the Rocky mount- 
ains—ready to descend the western slope of the 
continent, and reach the Pacific ocean—to take || 
those lands which Mexico granted to her citizens | 
when California was hers, and which this Federal || 
Government confiscates under the forms of preda- || 
tory legislation—more cruel than the confiscations 
of Antony and Cesar, when the old farmers 
were ordered to depart—veteres coloni migrate—that 
the victors of Pharsalia and Phillippi might take 
their fields, and orchards, and houses; more cruel, 
because more expensive, and mocked with the || 
forms of legislation. | 
These claimants are ready, as soon as offered |) 
at public sale, to seize these confiscated lands and | 
appropriate them. No! notthey. Not the old 
aimants—not the meritorious men of the Vir- || 
ginia line—but a brood who know not war, except 
by its spoils—know not the Revolution, except by 
the chance it gives them to pillage, and plunder, 
and depredate, in their names. Claims agents, 
and opecneeets are the beneficiaries of this bown- 
teous legislation for ‘*‘ old soldiers.’ Think of these 
things, men intrusted with the responsible duty of 
Think of them! Take a slate and 
pencil and set yourselves a sum in the double rule 
of three, and say, if these few Virginia claims have 
taken seventy years to satisfy them, and are still 
unsatisfied, how many times seventy years will 
it take to settle these proposed claims, embracing 
a population of twenty-five millions scattered all || 
over the Union, and going back to the war of the || 
How many years would this boun- | 
teous dispensation require? Four hundred and | 











| 


There | 


times that of Virginia seventy years ago. 


endless claims to be bred under this bill. We || 
shall have to make new annexations, and perhaps || 
to advertise for another Columbus, to come and | 
discover a new continent to enable us to meet | 
these demands. Sir, | make the prophecy now, 
and I want it to go down to posterity, that if this || 
bill passes, future Congresses will see people com- || 
ing here in endless streams, and countless num- 

bers, and getting new laws—though God knows 

this is wide enough—until our lands are exhausted || 
—all gone—and complain against this Congress || 
for having cheated them! having acknowledged || 
that they owed them lande, and then giving them | 
a false title—given them warrants for land, when || 
they had no land to satisfy them! They will come || 
here and claim damages for spoliations—for the || 
value of the land promised them, and interest, and ] 
get many ‘‘ five millions’’ out of the Treasury— || 
the more demanded, the easier got, because, the | 





| dividends are greater. These things are possible, || 


and probable—nay, provable, by what has been | 
done; and the possibility of them requires us to || 
stop, and consider what we are about. 
Mr. Speaker, I have arrived at that age, and at || 
that state of feeling—particularly on this day— | 
(alluding to the invaluable losses in his house, still || 
smoking in view of the Capitol) which would || 
render it impossible for me to rise and speak here, || 
—< under an inexorable sense of duty. Noth- | 
ing but an overpowering sense of what I owe) 
to my fellow-members, and to the country, could | 
make me stand up here and speak to the House. || 
But I am here. fis my post; itis my place. I | 
left my post yesterday to witness an irreparable || 
calamity—I do not speak of wood and bricks. I | 
come to my post this morning to discharge my | 
duty to my country, painful as it is to me to mix 
in public business. But it is the duty of my po- | 
sition, and I will not flinch. It is said that this || 


| 
| 





| claims I 
| that he may have an opportunity to correct the 
| error into which I am sure he has unintentionally 


| Kentucky was a part of Virginia. 
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ation be ee an error into which the gentleman 
has inadvertently fallen—certainly not intention- 
ally—in regard to the Virginia bounty lands. I 
understood the a from Missouri to say 
that those land claims, though now seventy years 
old, has not yet been satisfied, and that the claim- 
ants were seeking, not merely to locate their war- 
rants within the districts heretofore reserved, but 
even on the distantshores of the Pacific. 1 desire 
to remind the gentleman of what I think justice 
to the claimants of Virginia requires that I should 
mention, and it is this: there are now very few 
claims upon the continental establishment remain- 
ing unsatisfied. Nearly all the claims for which 
the Congress of the United States has made pro- 








| vision from time to time, are claims for services in 


the State line. The delay in adjusting those 


beg leave to explain te the gentleman, 


fallen. At the time the cession of territory was 
made by Virginia, with the reservation of the 
right to satisfy the claims of the soldiers of the 
continental and State establishment, the State of 
It was in the 
State of Kentucky that lands were reserved for 
the payment of the officers and soldiers of the 
State line. But in the year 1792, immediately 
after the admission into the Union of the State of 
Kentucky, that State, in consequence of Indian 
troubles occurring there, because of the surveys 
of the land, passed an act prohibiting surveys, 
and no surveys could be made for the pacnees of 
setting apart lands for the payment of the State 
line of Virginia, until the extinguishment of the 
Indian titles. Those titles were not extinguished 
until 1818; nor was it competent for any soldier 
of that line to locate a single warrant upon the 
reserved portion of the Kentucky lands until the 
year 1818, when the Indian title was extinguished. 
After the extinguishment of the Indian titles, the 
State of Kentucky passed a law prohibiting any of 
these warrants from being located within her limits, 
and a long controversy ensued between the States 
of Virginia and Kentucky, during which commis- 
sioners were sent by the respective Legislatures 
of those States. That controversy was only term- 
inated by the compulsory withdrawal of the right 
of the State of Virginia to demand the enforce- 
ment of the original stipulation of the grant of the 
territory. And in that way, sir, those who claimed 
the right to locate Jands in the State of Kentucky 
were obliged to come to Congress for the satisfac- 


| tion of their claims. 


Mr. BENTON. [accept the gentleman’s cor- 
rections; for I really included what he says in my 
mind and calculations, though not in the words. 
When I stated that some of these claims would be 
located on the shores of the Pacific ocean,I stated 
it with a qualification—with the qualification that 
they might be so located after the public sales, and 
that by laws now existing—so located under the 
act of 1852, by which the holders of these warrants 
may locate their lands without limitation of space, 
and with a subdivision of the warrants down to 
forty acres, so as to enable them to go and pick 
out the eyes of the land, the springs, the groves, 
the valleys, mountain passes, leaving rocks and 
deserts, cutting off the fat, leaving the bones and 
the lean for the Government to sell. I donot desire 
to make any invidious allusions or comparisons 
between States. I take the Virginia case se 
it is prominent on our statute-book, seventy years’ 
legisiation to satisfy them, and yet unsatisfied. 
I intended to include all the Virginia revolutionar 
land claimants; and, therefore, took her whole 


is a bill for the benefit of * old soldiers.’’ Let us | white perertee seventy years ago, as a basis of 
cu 


see how thatis. I know these ‘‘ old soldiers.” I 
have served with them, and commanded them, 
and, for a great number of years after the war of 
1812, | was accustomed to present their petitions 
for bounty land to Congress. And what was the 
answer always given? I say their petitions! not 
those who pillage in their name. Why, sir, mem- 
bers stood up and said that we had voted them 
eight millions of acres of land at one time—two mil- 
lions each in four different Territories at one time— 
and other lands afterwards; that they had all re- 
Ceived land and pay, but that they had cheated 
out of their land by speculators; and that it will 
be impossible to stand guardian over them. 

Mr. MILLSON, (interrupting.) I dislike very 
much to interrupt the distinguished gentleman 
from Missouri, but I desire to make a brief explan- 





my calculations, as the data for my sum to be 
worked out in the double rule of three. : 
Thegentleman admits that forty-four acts—which 
he calls only—were passed for this purpose; also, 
that no s who received or were entitled to 
receive bounty lands under any one of these forty- 
four acts passed by Congress should be entitled t 
any benefit from this act. That is right. It is 
what my amendment aims at. He admits, also, 
that after forty-four acts passed for this p 
there are some claims outstanding, Thatis right, 
no doubt, again; and is more I said; and I 
thank him for telling it. 1 was going on the as- 
sumption that at last, at the end of seventy years, 
we were done; but he Bays there are a “ few ”’— 
that is precisely the word—I have heard it too 
often not to recognize it as an old familiar word— 
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a few outstanding yet! Why, this is what I have | have some notice, some time, some chance to hear 
heard for above thirty years—a few more yet; and | 
these few multiplying daily ,and breeding with the | 


fecundity of the rabbit. What will it be under 
this universal, boundless, and endless bill, if it 


passes, and with all.its apparently studied loose- | 


ness, vagueness, and generalities ? 


Mr. Speaker, I have taken a dreadful cold | 


sitting up at night, looking over this subject, going 
back to the Revolution. I think I have enumerated 
some one hundred and fifty acts granting or secur- 


ing bounty lands to the persons who would be | 


entitled to them under this law. I have no voice 
to speak, and can do little better than bark! but 
it is @ case to justify barking. There are acts for 
the relief of Canadian and British deserters; acts 


for Nova Scotian and other refugees who served | 


in our army. There are acts which may include 
the representatives of all foreigners who served in 
ourarmy. And under these acts it seems to me 
that the descendants of British deserters, of Ca- 
nadian and Nova Scotian refugees, of Hessians, 
of the whole French army and navy, who served 
in the revolutionary war, could receive everything 
which was given to American citizens who served 
in the army. I do not undertake to assign limits 
to these acts. I cannot make any positive state- 
ment as to their effect. I have had my amend- 
ment printed and read. It is part of my speech, 
and must be taken in connection with it to show 
gentlemen the dangers of this bill. 


committee. Let this matter be put through the 


regular forms of legislation, so as that we may be | 


enabied to see clearly how the facts stand, and 
what are the dangers incurred. 

I am a friend, Mr. Speaker, to old soldiers, and 
to young soldiers,also. So, also, | am an enemy 
to old speculators, and to young speculators like- 
wise, who look upon soldiers, ** old’’ and young, 
and their widows and children, also, as a lawful 
prey, and pursue them and devour them as sharks 
do shoals of little fishes. Sir, | was born in the 
jast year of the Revolution; and one of the earliest 
things that I can remember is to have seen revo- 
lutionary soldiers coming to my father’s house 
(who was a Jawyer) to tell the story of the man- 
ner in which they had been cheated out of their 
earnings—out of their certificates—out of all the 
rights growing out of their service; and to consult 
him as a lawyer, to see if there was any way by 
which they could recover their rights. Of course 
there was no way. You had as well attempt to 

et a herring out of the maw of a live shark. 
Ihese were men out of whose hands were filched 
these certificates at the rate of two shillings and 
sixpence per pound. They, not knowing the value 


of their certificates, and being told that they were | 


valueless, disposed of them at two shillings and 
Bixpence a pound, paper money, and these same 
certificates afterwards funded at thirty shillings per 
pes. solid money. This was their case, ae it 
as been the same ever since. And the history 
of the day shows, that while the act was being 
ed, and before it was passed, or before the time 

it could be generally known, swift horses were 
employed to run the country—swift vessels en- 
gaged in ploughing the ocean, to go and seek out 
these men wherever they could be found, and pur- 
chase from them their certificates at the merest 


price; and so these certificates were swept out of || 


their hands. 

And what have we seen since? I have already 
adverted to it. We have seen the warrants of the 
soldiers of 1812, selling at from ten to fifteen dol- 
lars each, and the patents at from twenty to 
twenty-five dollarseach. I have seen ail that; and 
I have endeavored, sir, to save the soldier from 
these et te ye during epee ci 
can war, we ills for the purpose of grant- 
ing bounty inde, 1 voted for thea he with oth- 
ers, was then successful in getting a provision 
inserted to try and protect them; but all efforts at 
protection were unavailing and valueless. The 
soldier, old and young, his widow and children, 
even minors, are doomed to be plundered by spec- 
ulators, and by this bill above all others. ‘Flere 
we have an unlimited bill; an unlimited bill for the 
benefit of people who are dead, of heirs who know 
nothing, of some, aged and living, who ha¥e no 
idea of what we are doing, and will never know 
it until a speculator penetrates their locality and 
finds them; for, the earth cannot hide them living, 
nor save them dead; for the claim will be got, and 
by foul means if not by fair. Should they not 
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I ask for a | 











of our law—six months or a year—to become | 


acquainted with the provisions proposed for their 
benefit? Give them time to know what they are 


entitled to before these depredating speculators are | 


upon them as wolves in the sheep-fold. 
Shall we not give these people—old and young, 


heirs and widows—time to be prepared for these | 


speculators? That, sir, lavow is my object. lavow 
it,and I glory init. I wanttime. I wantdelay. I 
want to have this bill sent to a committee to be 
reported upon. I want that report to go out. I 
want it to go over thecountry. I want the people 
to know what they are to get before these ravenous 
wolves are on, as on sheep, and devour them— 
| old wethers, rams, ewes, lambs, and all. That 
is what I am after. I want to procure a delay 


| that this knowledge may go to the people, so that | 


| they may know how to save themselves from 


| these rapacious plunderers, who plead for them- | 
selves in the name of ‘ old soldiers;’’ and who, | 
like certain administrators of charitable funds in | 


Gil Blas, get rich by administering the funds of 
the poor. I have enumerated about one hundred 
and fifty acts under which persons have received 
‘lands. I submitted an amendment to the bill yes- 
terday, which was ordered to be printed some 
days ago, but which did not come up here till yes- 


| terday, and which had not been examined till then | 


by members of the House. | was called away from 
my post last evening under urgent circumstances, 
which members understand. 
others. Since then members have taken the bill, 
examined the amendment which I offered, and 
| have suggested modifications, carefully considered, 


| which f accept; and I now ask the Clerk to read 


the amendment as it is modified; and I move that 


\\ the bill and amendments be committed to the 


Committee on Public Lands. 
Here the amendment was read, as follows: 
Provided, That the representatives of no British deserter 
| who received bounty land, or was entitled to reccive it, for 
services in the revolutionary war, under the acts approved 
| August 8, 1776, and March 27. 1792, shall be entitled to 


receive any land, or pension, or increase of pension, under | 
this act; also, that the representatives of no Canadian or || 


| Nova Scotia refugee, who received or was entitled to re- 


ceive land or pension, for services in the revolutionary war, | 

under the acts passed April 23, 1783, April 13, 1785, May | ‘ “ By 
, ; | as a substitute for the entire original bill. 

March 16, 1804, February 18, 1801, March 3, 1803, April 23, 


20, 1785, February 18, 1£01, April 29, 1816, April 7, 1790, 


1802, March 3, 1830, or under any other act granting lands 


|| Or pensions to said Canadian or Nova Scotia refugees, or 
their representatives, shall receive any bounty land, or pen- | 


sion, or increase of pension under this act; also, that no 

| Officer or soldier of the revolutionary war, or their rep- 
resentatives, who received bounty land for revolutionary 
services, Or were entitled to receive it, under any one of the 
forty-seven acts passed for such purpose, from May the 20th, 
1785, to March 3, 1839, inclusively, shall receive any land 
| under this act ; also that no person, or their representatives, 
who received, or were entitled to receive, bounty lands 
| under any one of the forty-four of the acts passed by Con- 
| gress for satisfying bounties granted by the State of Virginia 
| to her officers and soldiers engaged in the revolutionary 
war ; alsu, that no person, orbis representative, shall receive 
any bounty land under the said act who shall have received, 
or been entitled to receive, bounty Jand from any one of the 
States for services performed in the revolutionary war ; 
also, that no person, or his representative, who belonged to 
French or other foreign troops, who served in the revolu- 
tionary war, shall receive any land under this act; also, 
that the evidence shall be the same as is now received and 
acted upon in any case whatever for bounty land under the 
| provisions of this act: 4nd provided further, ‘That no per- 
eon, or his representative, who served in any war between 
| the years 1790 and 1812, shall be entitled to receive any 
bounty Jand under this act, who shall have received, or 
| been entitled to receive, any land under this act, and that 
| all claims for land founded on such service shall only 
| be considered and allowed upon record evidence: And 
| provided further, That no person, or his representative, 
claiming land under this act, who served in the war of 
1812, and who received bounty land, or were entitled to 
receive bounty land, under any one of the fifty-eight acts, 
= or private, passed from December 24, 1811, toMarch 
, 1845, inclusively, for granting or assuring bounty lands to 
persons serving in said war, and especially who received 
bounty lands under the act of May 6, 1812, granting six 
millions of acres for bounties to such persons, lying in the 
Territories of Michigan, Uinois, and Missouri, or under 
the act of April 16, 1816, granting an additional quantity of 
two millions of acres to such persons, lying in the Terri- 
tory of Arkansas, shall be entitled to receive any bounty 
land under this act; and that the evidence shall be the 
same as that received or considered in support of any claim 
provided fi - Le one warof 1812 eS eee > And 
ur jt no person, or his representa- 

tive, who shall claim ooay land for services in the late 
war with Mexico, and who received, or were entitled tg 
receive, bounty lands for such service, under either of the 
thirteen acts passed for that purpose, from February 11 to 
July 25, 1848, inclusively, shall receive any land under 
this act; nor shall any evidence except such as is now 
received be received in support of any such claim after the 
lapse of thirty years after the date of the origin of such 
claim: 4nd provided further, That no Indian shall be con- 
sidered as entitled to the beuefits of a white man under this 





I left my work to | 
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act, unless he shall have been domiciliated among the 
white people, and shall have been regularly enrolled in the 
military service, and his claim proved by record evidence: 
And provided further, That no person, or his legal repre. 
sentative, belonging to the naval sérvice of the Uniteq 
States, shall be allowed to receive any botinty land under 
this act, who received, or Were entitied by law to receive 
prize money for captures, or destraction of enemies’ vessels" 
| during the war, or who have received pensions for such sey, 
vice ; and no evidence but such as is now received shal! be 
received or considered in support of any claim which shalf 
at the time it is offered, relate back to a period of thirty 
years: nd provided further, That no increase of pension 
shall be made under this act to any person whatever, or his 
| representative, which person shall already have received 
| his or her pension fora period of seven years, without 
| having made to Congress, or the Government, a written 
application for an increase, and stating the particular reg. 
sons on which such application was founded: 4nd provided 
further, That all bounty lands granted under this act, shajj 
be free from tax until the patent shall be granted therefor, 
and shall be unassignable or transferable during the same 
period, and that all contracts with agents for any part of the 
| same, or for money, or other thing, in consideration of being 
instramental in getting this act passed, or obtaining the 
warrant or patent after it shall have passed, shall be, and 
the same is hereby declared to be, null and void; and 
all payments made on such account shall be recoverable 
| back by any person interested therein, without limitation of 
time; and that no member of the present Congress, or any 
| person related to him within the levetical degrees of pro- 
| hibited marriages, shall ever receive an assignment Or trans. 











|, fer of any bounty land granted under this act, all such trans- 


| fers and assignments being hereby declared to be null and 
| void, ab initio. 
| Mr. GROW obtained the floor. 
|. Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask my friend from 
| Pennsylvania to give way for a moment, that I 
may offer an amendment to the bill. 1 only hope 
that the gentleman who has the floor will modify 
| his amendment, so as to move also to strike out 
_the seventh section, which proposes a general 
| increase of pensions, for which I see no necessity. 
Iam not disposed to see all present pensions in- 
creased. I hope, also, the gentlemsn will move to 
| strike out the thirteenth section, which seems to 
| be so general that the Commissioner of Pensions 
| cannot tell whether it will require thirty, or a hun- 
| dred, or two hundred millions of acres to satisfy it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have prepared an 
amendment to the bill. It proposes to strike out 
the seventh and the thirteenth section, and makes 
| two or three other slight changes in the bill; and I 
desire, as soon as | can obtain the floor, to offer it 
I would 
inquire of the Chair whether pending a motion te 
commit, a motion to amend is in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, 

Mr. GROW. It is not my purpose to trespass 
| long on the patience of the House. Nor would } 
| at all at this time, save to state briefly the reasons 
for my action on this bill. It is an ungracious 
task at any time to refuse a request made in the 
| name of those who have served their country 
amid danger and death. And the men who go 
forth in the hour of trial to uphold her standard 
and vindicate her honor are deserving, it is true, 
of a more substantial reward than tears to the 
dead and thanks to the living. But what real 
benefit do you propose to confer by this bill? It 
simply grants a land warrant of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land to each soldier. Of what use 
is this warrant to him? These veterans of your 
battle fields are grey with age, and most of them 
close on the confines of the grave. Will they, 
then, in their old age, leave their present homes, 
and tear themselves from the society of their kin- 
dred and the spots around which tendril the asso- 
ciations of their earlier years, and seek a new 
home in the wilderness. Sir, no one expects this 
to be done. It is not, therefore, for the purpose 
of rae homes that this grant of land 
is made, e soldier, then, must go into the 
market and sell his warrant before he can derive 
any benefit from this grant. And if the statement 
of the Commissioner of Pensions be correct, that 
it will require two hundred millions of acres of 
land to satisfy this bill, the soldier will receive but 
a mere pittance. Most of the Mexican warrants 
sold for sixty and seventy dollars, and these would 
command a less price, for a much larger amount of 
land will be thrown at once eee the market, thus 
giving a new stimulus to land speculation and en- 
tailing upon the new States its consequent evils, 
and upon the labor of the country, injustice and 
wrong. While professing to confer a benefit upon 
the soldiers of the country by this bill, the only 
paves really benefited would be speculators in 
ay one warrants. Then, wey not keep the 
and and prevent its absorption speculators, 
and grant money to the soldier. A hundred and 





185: 


sixty 4 
of the 
would 
upon t 
and gr 
rant. 
soldier 
save tl 
wild a 
Mr. 
desire 
sylvan 
motiol 
Public 
The 
man f 
Mr. 
Hous 
said a 
result! 
Mr. 
attent 
just al 
pose t 
the ge 
Mr 
as th 
hear i 
Mr 
to be 
I thin 
Th 
lows: 


Tha 
privat 
man, i 
jons 0 
hundr 
vision 
receiv 
scrip | 
to whi 
and p 
lands! 
prefer 
to suc 
ceive 
bear } 
annu: 


M 
frien 
ame! 
Ast 
my | 
to th 
dire 
he c 
Uni 
you 
hor 

A 
this 
the 
land 
alls 
ther 
the 
scal 
the 
mir 
bill 
lan 
bot 
it. 
I 
I 
Che 








855. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





ixty acres of land, under the present regulations 
of the land office, would sell for $200. If you 
would confer, then, a real and substantial good 
upon the soldier, let the Government keep the land 
and grant him $150 or $200, instead of the war- 
rant. By such an arrangement you benefit the 
soldier without injury to the Government, and 
save the labor of the country from the burdens of 
wild and sweeping land speculators. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH, iphervanting.) I 
desire to know whether the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is in order in ese bill when a 
motion is pending to commit to’ the Committee on 
Public Lands? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania is in order. 

Mr. GROW. I will not take the time of the 
House but a few minutes longer, nor would I have 
said a word, on account of exceeding hoarseness, 
resulting from a severe cold, but for the reason—— 

Mr. HENN, (interrupting.) I wish to call the 
attention of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
just at this point, to an amendment which I pro- 
pose to offer. It covers the very ground which 
the gentleman’s remarks allude to. 

Mr. GROW. No amendment is in order now, 
as the gentleman is probably aware, but I will 
hear it. 

Mr. HENN. I will send it to the Clerk’s desk 
to be read, and he will see that it covers the point. 
I think it is a very important amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Henn was read, as fol- 
lows: 

That every such non-commissioned officer, musician, and 





private, seaman, ordinary seaman, marine, clerk, and lands- 
man, in the Navy, who may be entitled, under the provis- || 
ions of this act, to receive a certificate or warrant tor one 

hundred and sixty acres of land, or any less legal subdi- 
vision of the public lands, shall be allowed the option to || 
receive in lieu of such certificate, or warrant, a Treasury || 
scrip for $100, and so in proportion for any quantity of land || 
to which such officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, || 
and private, seaman, ordinary seamao, marine, clerk, and 
landsman, may be entitled, and such scrip, whenever it is 
preferred, shall be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury || 
to such person or persons as would be authorized to re- 
ceive such certificates or warrants for lands; said scrip to 
bear an interest of six per cent. per annum, payable semi- || 
annually, redeemable at the pleasure of the Government. 


Mr.GROW. Mr. Chairman, I yielded tomy 
friend from Iowa in order that he might have his 
amendment read for the information of the House. 
As the gentleman suggested, the amendment meets 
my ideas of what Congress should do in reference 
to this matter, and that is to appropriate the money 
directly to the soldier, so that, on proof of service, 
he can draw it directly from the Treasury of the 
United States, and not compel him to sacrifice what 
you give under the plea of a bounty, or to seek a 
home amid strangers in a far distant region. 

And in closing my remarks, I protest against 
this traffic by claim agents and land speculators in 
the patriotism of the country. While the public 
lands have become a fund to be scrambled for b 
allsorts of combinations, these men seek to absor 
them by a law passed in the name and behalf of 
the ‘* old soldiers.”” The penury and wounds of 
scarred veterans are pressed into their service, and 
the sympathy and gratitude of the country is to 
minister to their advantage. And, sir, unless this 
bill be so amended as to prevent this enormous 
land speculation and to secure to the soldiers the 
bounty that we profess to give, I shall vote against 
it. ‘ 

Mr. ORR obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. DISNEY. Mr. Speaker, I send up to the 
Clerk to be read for the information of the House 
an amendment which I propose to offer to the bill 
if I can get an opportunity to do so. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as fol- 
ows: 

But provided that the benefits of this act shall not be ex- 
eres ane. oe who eowes va ~ o——- that refused 

r save a w were 
tured at Queenstown in the war of 2. fl 

Mr. DISNEY. Mr. Speaker, I am not now 
at liberty to go into a full discussion of the pro- 
priety of the amendment. I will merely refresh 
the memory of members with the facts of the case. 
On the occasion when the American army under 
General Scott was shot down, and the remnant 
ultimatel captured, at Queenstown, if those who 
are now here clamoring for public land, and who 
yan oe the opposite shore at that time, and re- 





on some alleged constitutional nd—if 
one third of them had gone over, the tide of batile 
would have been turned. I suggest this amend- 


| missioned officers, musicians, and privates, whether regu- 





ment as illustrative of a series of amendments 
which I should like to offer to this bill. 

Mr. COBB. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, I shall send up to 
the Clerk, to be read for the information of the 
House, an amendment which was considered by 
the Committee on Public Lands at the last and at 
the present session, and approved by it. It will 
make the law of 1850 conform to this bill. 


The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as 
follows: 


Provided, That when any commissioned or non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, to whom bounty 
land is promised by the act of September 28, 1850, or the 
act of March 22, 1852, shall make, or shall have made, ap- 
plication therefor, and shall die, or shall have died before 
the issue of his warrant, without leaving a widow or a | 
minor child, a warrant in such case may issue to, and vest 
in, his heir-at-law, upon proof of identity and heirship. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the children of | 
a deceased officer or soldier, who were minors on the day | 
of the passage of said acts, respectively, may receive the 
warrants promised them by said acts, although they may 
have since attained the age of twenty-one years: Provided, 
That a warrant for the identical service for which the claim 
is made has not already issued to some person entitled to 
receive the same. 


Mr. FAULKNER. With the permission of 


| 


the gentleman from South Carolina, | send up to | 


the Clerk’s table, to be read for the information of 

the House, a bill which the Committee on Military 

Affairs instructed me to report on this subject., 
The Clerk read the bill, as follows: 


An act in addition to certain acts granting bounty land to 
certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in 
the military service of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, | 

That each of~the surviving commissioned and non-com- 





lars, volunteers, rangers, or militia, who were regularly 
mustered into the service of the United States, in the war 
of 1812, with Great Britain, shall be entitled to receive a | 
certificate or warrant from the Department of the Interior 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, or where any of 
those who have so served shall have received a certificate | 


| Or warrant, he shall be entitled to a certificate or warrant | 


for such quantity of land as will make, in the whole, with 
what he may have heretofore received, one bundred and | 
sixty acres to each such person having served as aforesaid. | 
Sec. 2. And be it further enaeted, That in case of the | 
death of any person who, if living, would be entitled to a | 
certificate or warrant as aforesaid under this act, leaving a | 
widow, or, if no widow, a child or children, such widow, 
or if no widow, such child or children, shall be entitled to | 


| receive a certificate or warrant for the same quantity of 


land that such deceased person would be entitled toreceive | 
under the provisions of this actif now living: Provided, 
That a subsequent marriage shall not impair the right of any 
such widow to such warrant if she be a widow at the time 
of making her application, and at the date of such war- 
rant: .4nd provided further, That no member of the present 
Congress, nor any descendant of such member, shall be 
entitled to the benefit of this act. 





Sec. 3. And it be further enacted, That said certificates || 


or warrants may be assigned, transferred, and located by 

the warrantees, or their heirs-at-law, according tothe pro- | 
visions of existing laws regulating the assignment, transfer, | 
and location of bounty-land warrants. 

Mr. ORR. | desire to inquire of the Chair how 
many amendments are now pending in order? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Mippieswartn] moved to strike 
out one of the sections of the bill. The gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Benton] moved to amend 
the proviso to the first section of the bill. 

r.ORR. Then there is an amendment to an 

amendment pending? 

The SPEAKER. There is; and no other 
amendment is now in order. 


- 


The SPEAKER. It will not be in order. 

Mr. ORR. It would not be in order even if the 
motion to commit were withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
South Carolina will permit me to interrupt him 
fora moment. If the gentleman from Missouri 
will withdraw his motion to commit the bill, I will 
submit a substitute for the bill now under consid- 
eration—a substitute which will be the same as 
the original bill with the exception of the omission 
of the seventh and thirteenth sections. 

Mr. ORR. I do not understand how the gen- 
tleman’s proposition can be introduced in order 
unless as a substitute. There isan amendment to 
an amendment pending to the original bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is a substitute which 
I propose offering. 

Mr. ORR. Then the House will be brought 
to vote between the original bill and amendments 
and the substitute. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is per- 
fectly apparent that the Senate bill should be 
amended. I believe that is the opinion of every 
member of the House. It is perfectly apparent 
that we cannot make these amendments in the 
House. It is, therefore, manifest that it is neces- 
sary to send this bill—a motion for which purpose 
has been made by the gentleman from Missouri, 
[Mr. Bentron]—to the Committee on Public Lands, 





| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| where it can be perfected by amendments offered 
| by any gentleman who desires to put it in less 
objectionable form. 
recollect, Mr. Speaker, in the region of coun- 
| try where I reside, some years ago there arose a 
| controversy between learned naturalists as to the 
| existence and habits of a certain curious animal 
that was upon exhibition there, which was called 
by the billsa mermaid. Many naturalists, greatly 
| learned in natural history, insisted that there was 
| such an animal as a mermaid, and others main- 
| tained that there was no such animal, and that its 
| existence was to be found nowhere save in the 
fertile brains of imaginative poets. The contro- 
versy waxed warm, and after much time had been 
consumed in examining this animal, and specu- 
lating upon its habits and peculiarities each party 
| retired from the contest fully persuaded that their 
| views were correct. The dispute was acjourned 
| without settling the question. Recently the auto- 
biography of Sermons settles the question, by his 
admission that the mermaid was manufactured by 
—— the head of a monkey and the tail of a 
sh. 
| Now, sir, the bill which we have before us is, 
in many respects, emphatically a mermaid. It 
embraces materials belonging to both land and sea. 
| The first section provides that any person who has 
| been mustered into the service of the United States, 
| and shall have continued in the service for four- 
teen days—oflicers, privates, musicians, whether 








|| regulars, rangers, or militia, and all seamen, ordi- 


| nary seamen, marines, clerks, and landsmen— 


|| shall be entitled to the benefits of the bill. And 


the final section provides that ‘‘ each of the sur- 
| viving officers and privates who, in any of the 


|| wars in which this country has been engaged, per- 


| formed military service against the public enemy, 
| though not regularly called or mustered into the service 





Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And there is also | 
nding a motion to commit the bill. 


The SPEAKER. There is, } 


Mr. ORR. I understand that no amendment | 
would be in order, even if the motion to commit | 
were withdrawn. If the call for the previous | 
question should be seconded—and I believe that 1 | 
propounded the same question to the Chair yes- 
terday, but it seems, although I understood the | 
Chair very distinctly, that his answer was not | 
madertond by a portion of the House—if the pre- | 
vious question should be now sustained on the bill 
and amendments, will not the House be brought | 
to vote first on the amendments and then upon | 
the third reading of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. ORR. And of course there can be no 
amendment offered after the previous question has | 
been seconded and the main question has been | 
ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. None whatever. 

Mr.ORR. It will not be in order, then, to move | 
to strike out the thirteenth section of the bill? =| 





of the United States, and the widows and children of 

such officers and privates as are dead, shall be en- 
| titled to all the benefits of the first and second see- 
| tions of this act.”’ 


| Now, sir, the title of the Senate bill does not 
| truly describethe objects of the bill. It is ** An act 
| in addition to certain acts granting bounty land to 
| certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
| in the military service of the United States.” 
But if you will look a little further on, you will 
find that it makes provision, in the seventh section, 
for increasing the pensions of all persons upon the 
| roll of invalid pensions—if officers, twenty-one per 
centum, and non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates forty-two per centum. The eighth section 
extends the same land bounties to Indians as to 
whites; and the thirteenth section, which I have 
just quoted, embraces every one not included in 
the first and second sections, and gives the ad- 
vantage to such as were never called into service 
| by the United States, by allowing the latter class 
| one hundred and sixty acres of land, if they were 
| in service a single day; whereas those provided 
| for in the first and second sections, and who were 





that it may be considered and amended, or to the- 
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. ‘sioner of Pensions read yesterday to the House, I || receive, out of this stupendous grant, $30,000,000, 
assume that this great anaconda will swallow up | all told, while the speculators and capitalists will || 


1000 


regularly mustered into service, are not entitled to f in the Pension Office for that purpose, and you 
any tend weblion they actually served fourteen days. || will then have cast, within that short space of time, 
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Illinois will turn to the annual report of the Com. 
missioner of the General Land Office which was 


Such absurd inconsistencies in the bill shows it to || upon the market warrants for one hundred and fifty | made out before this question was started, and 
have been made up of shreds and patches,and that | million acres, when the annual demand will not | see the warrants that have been tg acrs under the 


it was passed by the Senate without that grave | exceed five million acres. 
and considerate attention which its importance || 
demanded. The gentleman from Missouri {Mr. 
Benton] was right when he said such evidence of 
haste and indigestion had rarely ever before ema- | mand to exhaust this supply. 
nated from a deliberative body, and it behooves us | these warrants be worth? 


absorb the warrants which you propose to issue 


hat, then, will ] 
ow much will the old 


| acts of 1850 and 1852, he will fin 
It will require a lapse, then, of thirty years to || proofs in the office now will amount to more than 


under this bill. Yes, sir, thirty years for the de- | 


think, that the 


that sum, to make up the deficiency of forty and 
eighty acre claimants to one hundred and ‘sixty 
acres as provided in this bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 


to subject its provisions to a closer scrutiny than || soldier be able to realize per acre for his sacrifices || from South Carolina permit me to say a word} 


they have yet received. inthe wars. Their value must, from every known 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important bill. It pro- | law of trade, when supply ao greatly exceeds the 
poses, if the conjectural estimates from the Inte- | demand for use or consumption, diminish to a 
rior Department are to be credited—and I knowof | very low point. Will it be unreasonable to as- 
no reason to doubt their accuracy—to absorb from || sume the price at which they can effeet sales at 
one to two hundred millions of acres of the public || twenty cents per acre? The supply the first year 
lands, should the bill pass in its present form. | exceeds thirty times the demand. What will the 
The estimate is, of course, conjectural, but more || warrants be worth? If this bill passes, it is 
reliable data upon which to predicate an estimate | doubtful whether sales could be effected at twenty 
is in that office than is possessed by any mem- || cents per acre. The old soldiers, whom gentle- 
ber on this floor. From the letter of the Commis- | men here are so very solicitous to serve, will 


at least one hundred and fifty millions of acres of | receive the remainder, amounting to not less than 
the public domain. Is the bill, then, one of little || $157,000,000. Contrast the bounty; the merito- 
consequence, and to be passed without deliberate || rious subjects of the bill receiving only one fifth, 
consideration? ‘The friends of the bill claim for it | while the remaining four fifths goes to those who 
a favorable consideration upon the ground that | did not serve the country in any of its wars. 

this bounty is for the benefit of the old soldiers. Mr. SOLLERS. I want to know upon what | 
It is an argument which addresses itself to our || authority the gentleman from South Carolina as- 
feelings, if not to our understandings. I appre- || serts that all these proceeds will go into the hands 
ciate and admire their patriotism; | honor them || of speculators? 

for the service they have rendered the country in Mr. McNAIR. I desire to know upon what 


Mr. ORR. Whatdoes the gentleman say about 
the sixty thousand marines? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina permit me to say, that nearly 
all the soldiers who served in Mexico have received 
the entire amount of one hundred and sixty acres; 
they are out of the calculation. The soldiers of 
the war of 1812, all who were in the regular Arm ’ 
received one hundred and sixty acres, and they 
are out of the calculation. In all the cases where 
they have survived the war of 1812, and where 


| their service was six months or a year, they have 


received, under previous acts, one hundred and 
sixty acres, and they are out of the calculation, 


| Task the gentleman, then, to consider how few 


survive who will receive the additional grant, and 
tell me if the amount will be as enormous as he 
says it will? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee, (Mr. Orr yield- 


|| ing.) Let me state in connection with what the 


gentleman from Illinois has said, that I learn from 
a gentleman of veracity that he has had a conver- 


| sation with the Commissioner of Pensions who 


the days of peril; but, sir, it is a delusion to sup- 
pose that those old soldiers, upon the credit of 


whose patriotism this bill is pressed to its passage, | 
are to be the recipients, in fact, of this munificent | 


rae vt Their share of the bounty will be small, || 
»w 


indeed, when agents and speculators shall have 
pocketed the several amounts that will certainly go 
into these hands. I shall demonstrate, if the basis 


of this calculation is correct, that mucl the larger | 


part of this princely donation must go into the 
coffers of capitalists and speculators. 


I do not believe that the old soldiers will receive || their whole time to the subject. 
more in actual cash than one fifth of the value of | 
the land to be absorbed by the warrants they are | 


to receive, if the bill passes. 

The number of acres is conjecturally estimated 
at one hundred and fifty millions. Their value, 
at Government price, $1 25 per acre, will be 
$187 ,500,000; certainly a very large sum. In this 
connection, by way of episode, let me say, Mr. 
Speaker, the demand was made on yesterday, with 


data the gentleman bases his calculations in refer- || told him, that the whole amount of land that would 
ence to the amount of land that will be required? || be absorbed by this act, if it were passed, would 
How can he tell how many deaths have occurred? || not exceed twenty-five millions of acres. 

I should like to know upon what data he bases his | Mr. DAWSON. Without the thirteenth sec- 


calculations? tion ? ; 5 
Mr. ORR. ‘1 will tell the gentleman. Mycal- || Mr. TAYLOR. Nothing was said about any 
particular section. 


culations are predicated on the conjectural esti- | . 
mates of the Interior Department. They are || Mr.ORR. I have nodoubt the gentleman from 
supposed to be informed in reference to these mat- || Tennessee has heard this statement, and perhaps 
ters better than any member of this House can || it is immaterial that I should ask the name of the 
possibly be. It is their business. They devote || gentleman who makes it, but I think that when 
the matter comes to be sifted, it will be found 
Mr. McNAIR. But how can they tell how || that there has been a sad misunderstanding be- 
many deaths have occurred? tween the gentleman’s informant and the Com- 
Mr.ORR. They have the-data upon which to || missioner of Pensions. The bill commences by 
make these calculations, and I merely take them || providing for everybody who has been in the ser- 
as true. Now, in reply to the question of the || vice since 1790. It begins with 1790, and comes 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Sortrers.] I || up to the presenttime. It extends to every indi- 
| have shown the data upon which | have made my || vidual who has been engaged in an Indian war, 





|| calculations, and if he had listened to my remarks, | and not only that, but it extends to every friendly 


I think he would have seen what it was. Indian who has been engaged in the service of the 


all these-provisions in the bill, and with thisenor- || Mr.SOLLERS. My friend from South Caro- 
mous sum involved, by the friends of the measure, | lina does not understand me at all. He has made 
for the previous question; and the effort was made | a calculation on which he founds the fact, or the | 
to force the bill through the House without amend- || presumption, that the value of these public lands 
ment, and without a single remark being made in | is to go into the hands of speculators. Now, I 
opposition to its principles or details. It appeared | want 4o know on what authority he makes that 
to me that the friends of the measure relied much || statement? 
more for its passage on general undefined patrict- || Mr.ORR. Very well; I will tell the gentleman. 
ism than upon the logic or merits of the measure || The land warrants that you give under this bill | 
itself. Luckily they were defeated; the previous | are assignable. They can be transferred. What | 
question was not seconded, and now weare allowed || is the history of your acts of 1847, of 1850, and 
to examine and expose its incongruities. But to || 1852? How many of the soldiers who did the 
return from this digression. Now, sir, one hun- || service ever entered the lands granted by those acta | 
dred and fifty millions of acres is the amount of || in the western country? Not one in fifty. It is 
land —— | true they received more than twenty cents an acre. 
Mr. BENTON. To start upon. | But when you put this quantity of land scrip into 
Mr. ORR. Yes, sir, to start upon, one hundred || the market, when one fourth, or perhaps one half, 
and fifty millions will be required. Now, if you || of all the beneficiaries are in necessitous circum- 


will examine the reports of the Commissioner of | stances, desirous of raising money, and forced to 
the General Land Office for a few years past, you 


¢ | go into the market, you will find that the value of 
will find that the _—— of lands sold for the 
A 


| these warrants will be regulated by the quantity 
purposes of actual occupation and cultivation, || of the supply in the market; and if it is known 
does not exceed four million acres per annum. | 


: and seen that it will require thirty years, according 
During the last year, when money was abundant, 


r ’ to our former progress, to take up all the warrants 
and speculations were highly stimulated, it is true | which you grant, is it not a just inference that the 
that ten millions of acres were sold. Butthe year 


rice will be down even to a point below that which 
before, only four million five hundred thousand Lanes assumed ? 
were disposed of; and, in my opinion, for many Mr. MIDDLESWARTH,, (interposing.) It 
ears to come, the annual average of new lands || appesrs to me that the gentleman sets out with a 
or cultivation and settlement, will not exceed that || wrong computation. He is arguing upon the 
amount. Bat 1 will assume that five millions will || idea that this bill is to be passed precisely in the 
be necessary to supply the ‘annual demand upon || shape in which it now is. 1 ask him what amount 
the public lands for settlement and cultivation. 
You give, under this bill, warrants for one hundred 
end fifty million acres. How long will it take to 
absorb ail these lands when the actual demand is 
but five million acres perannum ? Most of the war- 
rants will be issued in the course of three or four 
years by the additional force whichiewill be placed 
















will be required to meet the demands of the bill, 
if the thirteenth section be stricken out? I think 
it will not be more than twenty millions of acres. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the thirteenth section 
be stricken out, it will not take twénty millions of | 
acres. 


| 


United States. It not only does that, but it goes 


|| upon the high seas, and provides for the sailors 


and marines who have been ee in any war 
since 1790—including Tripoli and the Barbary 
Powers, | presume. Their number is estimated 
by Py Commissioner of Pensions at sixty thou- 
sand. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina permit me to make a single 
statement here ? 

Mr. ORR. Yes; if the gentleman will be brief. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In none of the Indian 
wars have marines or seamen been engaged. 

Mr. ORR. Except a few marines in the Florida 


war. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask the gentle- 
man how many of the soldiers in the regiment, 
that went from South Carolina into the war with 
Mexico eight years ago, survive to-day? I can 
state to the gentleman that of the four thousand 
men who started from Illinois not half are living 
to-day. Of the soldiers who served in the wars 
previous to that with Mexico not one in fifty sur- 
vives; and when the gentleman comes to analyze 
pee he will find that the amount given is small 


i j 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Let me state in this con- 
nection, that of a company of one hundred and 
three who went to Mexico from my tewn, but 
fourteen are now living. é 

Mr. WALSH. You will find plenty of substi- 
tutes for the dead. 

Mr. ORR. I assume, sir, that your officers 
who were charged with this matter under the res- 
olution sent to them from this House, a few days 
ar aemring —— would be seyret 
under very bill, would give you the rt 
correct information. It is tehirmstion infinitely 


Mr. ORR. If the honorable gentleman from |} more correct than that derived from mere hearsay 


? 


185 


outsid 
gentle 
soldier 
gervic 
The 
from t 
the pt 
ing e 
ic 
But tl 
sumin 
cents 
you p 
the la 
the G 
of act 
shoul 
condi 
fifteer 
could 
shoul 
effect 
the h 
them 
and | 
them 
much 
to tal 
veye 
be cc 
come 
haps 
sities 
were 
to th 
been 
and 1 
it, br 
You 
of tk 
speci 
ner 
men 
get 
than 
It is 
have 
88 
then 
stro} 
try, 
Wi 
whi 
whe 
agr 
£9 | 
sam 


Sereewe SSSP2epererr sees 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





outside of this Hall, or from the mere opinion of 


entlemen within this Hall as to how many of the 
soldiers who have been heretofore engaged in the 
service of their country have died. 

The basis of my calculation, sir, is the estimate 
from the Department of the Interior. Now, for 
the purpose—if my calculation is right—of secur- 
ing to the old soldiers a donation amounting to 
$30,000,000 you give away public property—the 

ublic jands—amounting in value to $187,000,000. 
But that is not the worstof it, Mr. Speaker. As- 
suming that the soldiers themselves will get fifty 
cents per acre, how is this bill to result, suppose 
you pass it? What would be its operation? Why 
the land will pass from the control and custody of 
the Government. If it were to go into the hands 
of actual settlers who desired to cultivate it, I 
should not object to it. If it were to place itina 
condition so that those who might desire in ten, or 
fifteen, or twenty years hence to make settlements 
could effect a fair purchase of it at fair prices, I 
should not be so much opposed to it. But the 
effect of it will be to place these land warrants in 
the hands of capitalists who are able to purchase 
them, and who will locate them on public lands, 
and hold them until their enhanced value induces 
them to sell at large profits. 1 do not know how 
much of the public domain this bill will enable them 
to take up—perhaps one half of all the lands sur- 
veyed atthe present day. And your settlers will 
be compelled, in five or ten years hence, not to 
come to the Government, which would have, per- 
haps, graduated these lands according to the neces- 
sities of the country, and the length of time they 
were in the market, but they will becompelled to go 
to the speculator, to the capitalist, who will have 
been enabled to make his investment in the land, 
and to retain it there, and pay him his price for 
it, bringing him his ten or fifteen per cent. interest. 
You transfer, as I say, the custody and control 
of this Government over the public domain to the 
speculators. Will these speculators deal more 
tenderly, sir, with your citizens than this Govern- 
ment would deal with them? Will your citizens 
get homesteads from speculators at less price 
than they will get them from the Government? 
It is the policy, I think, of the Government, to 
have every one of its citizens a landholder, if 
possible. The possession of land will attach 
them more to the country, and be one of the very 
strongest and most powerful stimulants to indus- 
try, virtue, refinement, and general intelligence. 
Why, sir, if there be anything in this country 
which we ought to try to guard against, now 
when we have the power to do it, it is to prevent 
a greatland monopoly which wilt be created if we 
go on and pass this bill, and other bills of the 
same character and purpose. That is to be the 
result of it, sir; you are to have a great land mo- 
nopoly here; and if those who hereafter may de- 
sire to effect the purchase of land, have not the 
ability to pay the enhanced price laid upon it, 
they may become the serfs or tenants of capitalists 
and land-jobbers. 

If the thirteenth section of this bill, however, 
should be stricken out, it would greatly reduce the 
quantity of land donated—the precise sum I shall 
not venture to state—leaving still an enormous 
amount that must go into the hands of those who 
do not till the soil, and who never served the 
country in any of its wars. 

But another objection to this bill is, that it com- 
mits a serious wrong and injury on the new States 
which have not yet been settled up. It inflicts a 
serious injuryon your Territories; for, instead of 
the lands falling imto the control and possession of 
actual settlers, they will, as I have tried to prove, 
fall into the hands and possession of speculators, 
and your citizens will be practically precluded 
from going there for the purpose of making a 
settlement, unless they consent to pay whatever 
profits may be demanded of them. And I think, 
sir, while we are di ing bounties to the old 
soldiers, that we ought to have some regard for 
the just rights and interests of your new Terri- 
tories and the new land States. 

There seems to be a desire manifested by the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricwarpson] to 
amend this bill. Other gentlemen have manifested 
a like desire. I do not perceive how the bill can 
be amended in the House. I think it ought to be 
sent to a committee; it ought to be scrutinized by 
that committee. All these incoherent matters, 
which have been thrown here together, should be 




















analyzed; and that which is not properly in the 
bill should be taken out. There should bea se 
aration. Let the bill go to the Committee on Pub. 
lic Lands. Let that committee report it back. 
They have the floor, and may report it back at 
this session; but, if they cannot do so, it is of 
more consequence that this bill should be passed 
in a perfect state than that it should be precipi- 
tated through with all its incoherencies and incon- 
sistencies. 

Besides, these old soldiers, about whom so much 
has been said, and on whose credit the bill is to 


be pan pastes at all; these old soldiers whom | 


it is propo benefit by it; these soldiers who 
were ed in the war of 1812, in the Florida 
war, and in all the Indian wars since 1790, have 
they not already received bounty lands in propor- 
tion to their service? It is proposed now to place 
the men who went out and served fourteen days, 
or one day, if the thirteenth section is retained 
in the bill, on exactly the same footing on which 
you place a soldier who served for one, or two, 
or five years. Is that just? Isitright? If the 


| donation is predicated on services rendered, may 


not the one or five years’ soldier justly complain 


| when you give the fourteen days’ soldier an equal 


ae of land, one hundred and sixty acres 
to alls 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER and Mr. RICHARD- 
SON each appealed to Mr. Orr to yield the floor 
for a question. 

Mr. ORR. I yield to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. As to this part of the 
gentleman’s speech I trust the House will allow 
me to make a single remark. Almost every mem- 


| ber in opposition to the bill has indicated a wish 








| form 


to cut out the thirteenth section of the bill. Even 
the gentleman who has the bill in charge has in- 
dicated his opinion that this section should be 
stricken out. I simply wish to remark, that this 
section of the bill covers the claims of some of the 
most gallant men, and some of those who per- 

the most signal service in the defense of 
their country. 1 wish merely to call attention to 
the fact that it covers the case of a large majority 
of the gallant men who fought the battle of King’s 
Mcuntain, and who beat the British and Tory 
forces in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
and south western Virginia; and that it also covers 
the case of the gallant men who fought in the 
battle of Nickojack, one of the most signal events 
in the history of the early times of this country. 
These men are covered under the thirteenth section 


| of the bill. They were never regularly in the 


service. They were men who snatched up their 


| muskets at the call of patriotism, and rushed to 


the standard of their country, performing services 
which will live in the annals of our revolutionary 
and Indian wars so long as the history of our Gov- 
ernment is known. These men never received one 
red cent. And, sir, if an opportunity be given to 
me I will move to amend the thirteenth section by 
striking out the general language of it,and making 
it read thus: 


That each of the surviving officers and privates who, in 
the battles of King’s Mountain and Nickojack, were actually 


| engaged in battle against the public enemy, though not reg- 


ularly called or mustered into the service of the United 
States, and the widows and children of such officers and 
privates as are dead, shall be entitled to all the benefits of 
the first and second sections of this act. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina permit me toask him a ques- 
tion connected with the argument he is now sub- 
mitting? 

Mr. ORR. Make it short. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thegentieman says he 
is in favor of allowing land to these soldiers in 

ion to their services. 
r. ORR. 1 have not finished my argument 
upon that point. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is what the gen- 
tleman was aiming at. I call the attention of the 
gentleman to this fact. The soldiers who served 
in the war of 1812, in the Indian wars, and in the 
war with Mexico, get for their services one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, and it does not matter 
to what extent the service has been rendered. If 

e is reason in this provision, why not extend 
these acts so as to give this bounty land to those 
who have served in different wars? 

Mr. ORR. I will answer the gentleman. The 
law which the gentleman quotes results from the 
decision of the Department upon the act of 1850, 








except as to the Mexican war. I never believed 
that the decision was correct; and if correct, that 
| the law was justand proper. If the gentleman 
| from Illinois will introduce a bill here providing 
| to give every soldier bounty land, forty, eighty, 
or one hundred and sixty acres of land in propor- 
tion for each of the different tours of service which 
he has performed, I will vote for it with a great 
deal of cheerfulness. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I could not vote for it, 
| because [ am interested in the passage of such a 

bill, having served in two wars. , 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from Illinois, does 
| himself injustice in supposing that any imputation 
| or insinuation could be made against his char- 
acter, although he may have a slight interest in 
| the passage of such a bill. He stands too high in 
| the estimation of thecountry for him to suffer by 
| introducing any such an act, especially such as 
do justice to his old associates and companions in 
arms. These soldiers have received forty, eighty, 
and one hundred and sixty acres of land. | was 
a member of Congress here, in 1850, when the 
bounty land bill . I voted for it cheerfully, 
because I thought that they were entitled to it, and 
I thought that the amount proposed to be given to 
them, was graduated upon something like correct 
principles—forty acres to those who had served 
not more than three months; eighty acres to those 
who have served as muchas four months; and one 
hundred and sixty acres to those who have served 
| a8 much as nine months or more. I would have 
| been willing to have extended the law to those 
| who served for more than twelve months, and to 
have increased the amount proposed to be given 
to them, because justice required it. And, sir, 
| such of our fellow-citizens as have served in more 
than one war, I would cheerfully vote to give them 
lands for each tour, the amount being graduated 
by the length of the service not restricting the 
eae amount to one hundred and sixty acres as 
| is now done by the construction of the Depart- 
| ment. 
| If the gentleman desires to modify the bounty 
| land law so as to render justice to the soldier who 
| has performed various tours of service at different 
| 











times, he will find no more ardent advocate of the 
| passage of sucha billthan myself. But | protest, 
| In the name of these soldiers who have served six 
| and twelve months, against the man who has served 
| but one day, being entitled, at the hands of the 
| Government, to an equal donation with them. It 

is inequitable and unjust. But there are so many 
| provisions in this bill that are objectionable, that 
| I think it ought to becommitted to the Committee 
|on Public Lands, the committee who originally 
| reported the bounty land bill to this House. Let 
| them consider it, and if there is not time during 
| this Congrexs to pass it, turn it over to the next 
Congress. These soldiers have waited now for 
forty-five years or more—they have, in the mean 
time, already received lands for their services, and 
upon the question whether any more is due if it 
should be pestponed another year—for want of 
time toconsider—it will not entail much additional 
wrong upon them to wait one short year more, 
which will soon roll around. Then the subject 
can betaken up, carefully examined, matured, and 
| passed upon according to its merits. I hope, 
| therefore, that the bill will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee, opposed the 
reference of the bill to the Committee on Public 
Lands. He suspected that such a disposition of 
it was intended to consign it to ‘the tomb of the 
Capulets.”” He was surprised at the argument 
advanced by gentlemen against the bill, that the 
old soldiers would be compelled to sell their titles 
to the land to speculators to enable them to sup- 
port their wives and children. If the old soldiers 
are entitled to this land, the manner in which they 
are to dispose of it is no business of ours. If a 
man made him a present of $100, he had no right 
to tell him how to d it. If the bill 
upwards of one hundred and fifty millions of acres 
oF land, it was an additional reason = it should 
be passed. Jie hoped that every acre of the public 
domain would be taken up by the old soldiers. 
This vexed land question would then be settled, 
and the Government of the United States would be 
released from this system of fraud and corruption. 

Mr. CAMPBELL obtained the floor. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 hopethe gentleman will move 
the previous question. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL. If there was any indi- 
cation that it was the purpose upon the part of 
gentlemen upon this floor to discuss the merits of 
this bill in detail, I should not make the motion I 
am about to submit. But there seems to be no 
such purpose. The close of our session is draw- 


ing near. There is but little time to glorify the old || 


soldiers in Fourth of July orations. 


Sir, it is not necessary that | should testify the || 


devotion of my feelings to those who have served 
our country. 1 happen to be so identified with 


that class of our citizens as to render it unneces- || . | 
from Ohio to withdraw his demand for the pre- 


sary. But, sir, [ wish to economise the little time 
we have left of the present session; and without 


embarking in the discussion of the general merits | 


of the bill, I will simply say for myself, that I 


voted on yesterday in the affirmative upon the || 
motion to lay the bill upon the table, when the | 


effort was being made to press the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill, under the operation of which 


there wns great danger of carrying the bill to its | 


final passage in the outrageous form in which it 
came from the Senate. 

That is the explanation I have to make, so far 
as my own courseisconcerned. I regard this bill, 
as it came from the Senate, as nothing more nor 


less than a proposition to transfer the land depart- | 
ment of the Federal Government, and to open the | 
public domain to speculators in lands merely, and | 


not to do anything for the benefit of the war-worn 
veteran. 
But the programme has beenchanged this morn- 


ing, 1 understand, I shall wait, therefore, untill || 
understand what is the temper of the House in | 


relation to the amendments that are proposed to 
the bill. [am anxious that the bill shall be so 
amended by the House, as to do justice to the 
war-worn veteran without opening the public 
domain for the plunder of every specalator who 
may choose to avail himself of 1. If the House 
so amends the bill as to accomplish this object, 1 
shall give it my support, but not otherwise. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose I had in seeking the 
floor was to meke a motion that should bring the 
Houge to some —— action upon this subject, 
in order that the House may have an opportunity 
of considering other public business. 1 move the 
previous question. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to ask the Speaker || 


a question, that the House may act understand- 
ingly upon the subject. [ wish to know if the 


amendments which the gentleman from Pennsylva- | 
nia (Mr. Mippteswartu) proposed to the biilare | 


before the Honse? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of | 


Tennessee, in the —— The Chair will state 
the question before the House. The gentleman 


from Pennsylvania (Mr. Mippteswarta] moved | 
to strike out the last paragraph of the first section | 


of the bill. The gentleman from Missouri {Mr. 
Benton] moved to amend the amendment of the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania by inserting a pro- || 
viso offered by him in lieu of that proposed to be | 


stricken out. Thegentleman from Missouri then 


moved to commit the bill to the Committee on | 


Public Lands, which latter motion is the first upon 
which the House are to act. 
Mr. HAMILTON. Then the motion of the 


gentieman from Pennsylvania to strike out the | 
seventh and the thirteenth sections of the bill is | 


not in order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not. The 
Chair, however, is reminded that there is also a 


motion pending to commit the bill to the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Onion, which 
is entered upon the Journal, and which was made 
by the present occupant of the chair. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I hope the gentle- 
man from Ohio will withdraw the demand for the 
perce question until I can get the motion which 

have indicated before the House. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 
The previous question having been demanded, 
l - os no cae is in order. 

e SPEAKE tempore. The leman 
from Georgia is ae No debate 2 oppwen 

Mr. HENN. Would it be in order to move to 
= aaent = a select i 

e AKER pro tempore. It would not, for 
the reason that the provide question has been 
demanded. 

_ Mr. HENN. But the Chair held that it was 
in order to move to refer it to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


TheSPEAKER pro tempore. That motion was 
made before the previous question was demanded. 

Mr. HENN. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to withdraw his motion for the previous question 
until I can move to refer the bill to a select com- 
| mittee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The other mo- 

|| tions to commit would then take precedence of the 
| motion the gentleman proposes to submit. 
| Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I desire to ask the 
| Chair a question 
| 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman 


| 





| vious question a single moment. 

Mr. SEWARD. | rise to a question of order. 
I insist that the rules of the House be inforced. 
| Icall the gentleman from Illinois to order. 
| ‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the Chair 
| will not permit any further debate pending the 
| demand for the previous question. 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I will withdraw the demand 


|| for the previous question for a moment, for the 


|| purpose of asking a question of the Chair. If the || 


| previous question be not seconded, will any further 
| amendment be in order? 

|| The SPEAKER pro tempore. No further 
amendment will be in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire that the House 
shall understand distinctly what will be the effect 
|| of voting dewn the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. : 

Mr. SEWARD. I call the gentleman from 
Ohio to order. He has demanded the previous 
question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have withdrawn the 
| demand for the moment. Mr. Speaker, I should 
| be very glad to have this bill put in such a shape 
| as to enable the House to vote upon the amend- 
| ment of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricu- 
| ARDSON,] upon the amendment of the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Mipp.teswartn,] and 

upon all the amendments which other gentlemen 
| desire to submit. But the House must observe, 
| that if I withdraw the demand for the previous 
question altogether, it will open the bill again to 
general debate, and will give no further opportu- 
nity of offering any further amendment at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio allow me to offera single remark before 
| he renews the demand for the previous question? 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I will. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have been unfortu- 
nate in not being able to obtain the floor. It was 
my misfortune, and not the fault of anybody. 
But I desire to give notice to the friends of the 
|| bill upon this floor that they had better sustain the 
|| demand for the previous question, and vote down 
| the motion to refer. We can then reconsider the 
vote by which the main question was ordered to be 
| pat, go back, and J will then offer the substitute 

which | have prepared, which [ think will be sat- 
isfactory to every friend of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio allow me to make a single remark ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If itis for information—my 
|| only desire is that the question may be understood 
by the House. 
|| Mr. SMITH. 1 desired the floor, which I 
have obtained by the indulgence of the gentleman 
|| from Ohio, to inquire of the Chair whether it 
|| would be in order to move to commit the bill to 
|| the Committee on Public Lands, with instructions 
|| to report it back to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not while the 
demand for the previous question is pending. 

Mr. SMITH. ButI understand the gentleman 
from Ohio withdrew the demand for the previous 

uestion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion 
of the ‘Chair it would not be in order to instruct a 
committee to report upon a particular day or hour. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The House, | think, now 
perfectly understands that no further amendments 
in the present stage of the bill would be in order, 
or be entertained by the Chair, even though I 
might withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. If gendemen have meritorious amendments, 
the only way to get at them is to dispose of the 
question in its present form, and then retrace our 
steps. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, in order to bring 
this thing to a focus, | again move the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 
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Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote by 
| which the main question was ordered to be put 
_and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. ; 
Mr.CAMPBELL. Ifthe motion to reconsider 
_ is laid upon the table, will it not prevent the House 
_ from getting back to the position desired by the 
gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Ricttarpson.] 
Mr. RICHARDSON. There will be no troy. 
| ble about it at all. When we have voted on the 
third reading of the bill, the previous question wil 
| be exhausted. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. No debate is in 
|order. The motion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina has been agreed to. 


The question now being upon committing the 
bill to thie Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, 

Mr. CLARK demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
_ the negative—yeas 71, nays 110; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aixen, James C. Allen, David J. Baj- 
ley, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bliss, Caruthers, 
Clark, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, 
Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Fuller, Goode, Hamilton, Aaron Hartan, Sampson 
W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Hiester, Houston, Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Macdonald, 
McDougall, McQueen, Macy, Meacham, Smith Miller, 
| Millson, Nichols, Orr, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Bishop 
Perkins, Phelps, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, 
Singleton, William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
| Smyth, Hestor L. Sievens, John J. Taylor, Tracy, Wade, 
| Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, and Wells—71L. 
NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, Banks, 
| Benson, Bocock, Bridges, Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
| penter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Cook, Cor- 
win, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De 
| Witt, Dickinson, Thomas D. Efivt, John M. Elliott, Eni- 
| son, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Fiagler, Fior- 
| ence, Gamble, Goodrich, Goodwin, Green, Greenwood, 
| Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Howe, Hughes, 
| Hunt, Ingersoll, Daniel T’. Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, 
| Kurtz, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, McCulloch, 
McMullin, McNair, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, Middle- 
swarth, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Packer, Pennington, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Pur- 
| year, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, 
| Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strat- 
| ton, Suaub, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vansant, Wal- 
| ley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John Went- 
| worth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Hen- 
drick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer—110. 


| Sothe House refused to refer the bill to the Com- 
4 mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HENN stated that Mr. Jones, of Penn- 
| sylvania, who was detained from the House by 
| sickness, had requested him to say to the House 
| that had he been present he should have voted 
against the bill as it came from the Senate, but for 
it if properly amended. 

| The question now being upon committing the 
| bill to the Committee on Public Lands, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the negative—yeas 72, nays 105; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, David J. Bai- 
ley, Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bliss, Brooks, Clark, Cling- 
man, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Daw- 
| son, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, 
| Edmands, Faulkner, Fenton, Fuller, Hamilton, Aaron Har- 
lan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Mac- 
donald, McDougall, McQueen, Macy, Meacham, Smith 
Miller, Milison, Nichols, Orr, Parker, Peck, Bishop Per- 
kins, Phelps, Phillips, Sage, Sewafti, Seymour, Shannon, 
| Shaw, Singleton, William’ Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, John J. Taylor, 
go A Wade, Walker, Walsh, and Wells—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ball, Barks- 








dale, Benson, Bocock, Bridges, Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, 
Carpenter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Cook, 
Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickin- 
| son, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Elli- 
son, English, Etheridge, Parley, Fiagler, Florence, Gam- 
ble, Goode, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, ’ 
Haven, Hiester, Ho Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, 
Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, wis, Lilly, Lindsley, Lyon, Mc- 
Culloch, McMullin, McNair, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Norton, Olds, An- 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Pennington, Powell, 
Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richard- 
son, Riddle, Kobbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Ruseell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Shower, Simmons, Skelton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Stratton, Straub, David Stuart, John L. Tay- 
| lor, Nathaniel G. , Teller, Thurston 


> , Trout, Upham, 
Walley, Ellibu B. Wash John Wentworth, Tappan 


burne, 
Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Wi Hendrick B. 
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~ So the House refused to commit the bill to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
The question then recurred on Mr, Benton’s 
amendment. 
Mr. EDDY demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CULLOM. [ask far the reading of that 
amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
again, if no objection be made. 
“Mr. ROWE. I object. a” 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 62, nays 100; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, David J. Bai- 
ley, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bliss, Brooks, Ca- 
rutherc, Clark, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Daw- 


It will be read 


son, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Fenton, | 


Fuller, Goode, Hamiiton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, 
Hughes, Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Lamb, 
Letcher, Lindsley,; Macdonald, McDougall, McQueen, 
Macy, Matteson, May, Smith Miller, Nichols, Orr, Parker, 
Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Seward, Shannon, 
Shaw, Singleton, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Wade, Walker, Walsh, and Wells— 


9 
‘ NAYS — Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ball, 
Banks, Benson, Bridges, Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastian, Chrisman, Clingman, 
Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De 
Witt, Dickinson, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. 
Elliott, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Flag- 
ler, Florence, Gamble, Goodrich, Greenwood, Grey, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Harrison, Hiester, lowe, Hunt, Daniel 


T. Jones, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, Lewis, Lilly, MeCul- | 


loch, MeNair, Maurice, Meachain, Middieswarth, Morgan, 


Murray, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Powell, | 
Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richard- | 


son, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Sey- 
mour, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, William Smith, Sol- 
lers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, 
Straub, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, 


Trout, Upham, Vansant, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, | 


Jsrael Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 


Westbrook, Witte, Hendrick B, Wright, Yates, and Zolli- 
coffer—100. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Pending the announcement of the vote, 

Mr. CLARK announced that he had paired off 
on this question with Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, 
who was confined to his bed with illness. 


Mr. KEITT also announced that he had paired | 


off with Mr. Mace; if he had voted it would have 
been in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
following amendment: 

Strike out from the commencement of the twenty-sixth 
to the end of the thirtieth line, as follows: 

‘And provided further, That no officer, non-commissioned 
officer, or private of the militia or volunteers who was 
called out for the service of any State, and refused by the 
authorities of such State to be placed in the service of the 
United States, shall be entitled to the benefits of this act.” 


Mr. WALSH. On that amendment I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. 1 wish to inquire 
of the Chair whether it is in my power to modify 
that amendment now ? 

The SPEAKER. After the previous question 
has been seconded, the Chair doubts whether it 


would be in order unless by unanimous consent. | 


Mr. WALSH and others. I object. 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Well, that is a | 


good amendment, and I hope it will be adopted. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 74; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Ball, 
Banks, Belcher, Benson, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Chrisman. Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Dunbar, 
Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, 
Flagler, Florence, Fulles, Gamble, Goodrich, Goodwin, 
Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Knox, Kurta, 
McCulloch, MeDo all, McNair, Matteson, Maurice, 
Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, Nich- 
ols, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Pennington, 
Bishop Perkins, Pratt, Pringle, Ready, Reese, Richardson, 
Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin Sapp, Seymour, Simmons, 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David 
Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, 
Thurston, Trout, Upham, Wade, Walley, Elliha B. Wash- 
vera See Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tap- 
— entworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Hendrick 

right, and Yates—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, 
Barksdale, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Chastian, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dowdell, 
Eddy, Edgerton, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Goode, Greenwood, Grey, Hamilion, Sampson 
W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, 
Houston, Johnson, G W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, 
Lamb, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindsley, MeMullin, 
M May, Smith Miller, Millson, Noble, Andrew 
Orr, Parker, Peckham, Phelps, Powell, Preston, 


Oliver, 





Barry, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, Bristow, Brooks, 
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Puryear, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William 
Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. | 
Stanton, Stratton, Vansant, Walker, Walsh, and Witte— 
94 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Pending the announcement of the vote, 

Mr. HENDRICKS said that his colleague, Mr. 
EncGuisn, was absent, under the impression that | 
he (Mr. H.)had paired off with him. He would | 
not, therefore, vote on this question; otherwise, he | 
would have voted against the amendment. 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading, | 
and it was accordingly read a third time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is the billina condition | 
to be amended now? | 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I move to recon- | 
sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to be 
read athird time. And I will state that my object 
is to amend it in the nature of a substitute. ‘The | 
amendments which I propose are the striking out | 
the seventh and thirteenth sections of the bill. ; 

(Cries of ** Good ! that is right.”’) 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thereare other amend- 
ments, not so important, which I shall propose in 
the substitute which I purpose to submit, if the 
House reconsider the vote, and place the bill back | 
in acondition where it can be amended, and which, 


I think, will be acceptable toa very large majority || 
I move the previous question on || 


of the House. 

the reconsideration. 
The previous question was seconded, and the | 

main question was ordered to be put; and under 


| the operation of the previous question, the vote by 


which the bill was ordered to be read a third time | 
was reconsidered. 


Mr. HOWE. I ask the gentleman from IIli- 


| nois if he will not accept of my substitute, which 
| provides that the benefits of the act shall be ex- 


tended to wagoners, teamsters, and others, engaged 
in the transport of military supplies? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Without accepting it, 
I have no objection to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania offering it, and if the House desire to 
adopt it, 1 have no objection. I am inclined to | 
the opinion, however, that we had better take 
what we can getnow. lam perfectly willing that 
the gentleman should offer it, or I shall offer it for 
him myself. 


Mr. Ricuarpson’s amendment, in the natureof | 


a substitute, was reported, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That each of the surviving commissioned and non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, whether of reg 
ulars, volunteers, rangers, or militia, who were regularly 
mustered into the service of the United States, and every 


| Officer, commissioned and non commissioned, seaman, 


ordinary seaman, marine, clerk, and landsman, in the 
navy, in any of the wars in which this country has been 
engaged, since 1790, and each of the survivors of the militia, 
or volunteers, or State troops of any State or Territory, 
called into the military service, and regularly mustered 
therein, and whose services have been paid by the United 


| States, shall be entitled to receive a certificate or warrant 


from the Department of the Interior for one hundred and 


| sixty acres of land; and where any of those who have so 


been mustered into service and paid shall have received a 
certificate or warrant, he shall be entitled toa certificate or 
warrant for such quantity of land as will make, in the | 
whole, with what he may have heretofore received, one 
hundred and sixty acres toeach such person having served 
as aforesaid: Provided, The person so having been in ser- 
vice shall not receive said Jand warrant if it shall appear 
by the muster- rolls of his regiment or corps that he deserted, 
or was dishonorably discharged from service. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case of the 
death of any person who, if living, would be entitled toa 
certificate or warrant as aforesaid under this act, leaving a 
widow, or, if no widow, a minor child or children, such 
widow, or, ifno widow, such minor child or children shall 
be entitled to receive a certificate or warrant for the same 
quantity of land that such deceased person would be enti- 
tled to receive under the provisions of thisact, if now living: | 
Provided, That a subsequent marriage shali not impair the | 
right of any such widow to such warrant, if she be a widow 
at the time of making her application: And provided further, | 
That those shall be considered minors who are so at the | 
time this act shall take effect. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in no case shall | 
any such certificate or warrant be issued for any service less | 
than fourteen days, except where the person shall actually | 
have been engaged in battle, and unless the sheen. claiming 
stich certificate or warrant shal! establish his or her right | 
thereto by record evidence of said service. i 

Sec. 4, nd be it further enacted, That said certificates | 
of Warrants may be assigned, transferred, and located, by | 
the warrantees, their assignecs, or their heirs-at-law, ac- | 
cording to the provisions of existing laws ing the | 
assignment, transfer, and location of bounty-land warrants. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no warrant is- 
sued under the provisions of this act shall be located on 
any public lands, except such as shall at the time be sub- 
ject to sale at either the minimum or lower graduated 


Sec.6, And be it further enacted, That the registers and . 
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| receivers of the several land offices shall be severally au- 


thorized to charge and receive for their services in locating 
all warrants under the provisions of this act, the same 
| compensation or percentage tg which they are entitled by 
| law for sales of the public lands for cash, at the rate of 

$1 25 per acre, the said compensation to be paid by the 
| assignees or holders of such warrants. 
| Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
| this act, and all the bounty jand laws heretofore passed by 


| Congress, shall be extended te Indians in the same man- 


| ner, and to the same extent, as if the said Indians had 
been white. 
| Sec. 8. And be jt further enacted, That the officers and 
| soldiers of the revolutionary war or their widows or minor 
| children shall be entitled to the benefits of this act. 
Sec. 9. .4nd he it further enacted, That the benefits of 
this act shall be applied to, and embrace, those who served 
| as volunteers at the invasion of Platisburg, in September, 
| 1814; also at the battle of King’s Mountain, in the revolu- 
tionary war, and the batile of Nickojack, against the con- 
federated savages of the South. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of this act shall apply to the chaplains who served with the 
Army in the several wars of the country. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of this act be applied to those who served as volunteers at 
the attack on Lewistown, in Delaware, by the British fleet, 
in the war of 1812 715. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Someof the provisions 
| of the bill as it originally came from the Senate 
that were objectionable to very many gentlemen 
upon this floor, have been stricken out in the sub- 
stitute | now offer. 1 desire to say here, that the 
bill does not embrace all the cases that it ought to 
embrace. Ithas been suggested and appeals have 
been made to me to embrace various classes of 
cases besides those embraced in the bill, where 
individuals have rendered distinguished services to 
the country. I wish that I could embrace them 
all in the provisions of the bill now under consid- 
eration. 

Mr. MAY. I wish to callthe attention of the 
| gentleman from Illinois to the case of a most mer- 

itorious class of very gallant men dwelling along 
| the shores of the Chesapeake Bay, in both Mary- 
land and Virginia. I speak of the flotilla men, I 
ask the gentleman to accept an amendment, after 
the words ** ordinary seamen’’ in the seventh line 
| of the first section to insert the words * flotilla 
men.”’ 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Knowing very little 
about the difference between seamen of the differ- 
ent classes, | understand that the bill now em- 
braces flotilla men, 

Mr. MAY. The gentleman is quite mistaken, 
| Nothing is more clearly ascertained than the mean- 

ing of the words “ ordinary seamen,’ and “ lands- 
| men.” The gallant men who served under Com- 

modore Barney, Truxten, and others, were men 
| who were called from the shores of the Cheera- 
peake, who lived in their boats for months, occu- 
pying them as their homes. 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
| denominated ? 

Mr. MAY. Flotilla men. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have no objection, 
myself, to the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. LEWIS. [ask the gentleman from Illi- 
| nois to allow me to offer the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of the tenth section of his 
substitute: 

And also at the battle of Point Pleasant, on the 10th of 
October, 1774. 

I wish to tresspass upon the time of the House 
| but for a moment, not to make any remarks of my 

own, but simply to read a few passages from the 
| ** Historical Collections of Virginia,’’ which I 
' hold in my hands, showing the propriety of the 
/amendment I now offer. I ask the attention of the 
House to the following statement of facts: 


** Fort Pleasant is on the site of the bloodiest battle ever 
fought with the Indians in Virginia—the battle of Point 
ere tee took place in Dunmore’s war, October 

, 1774. 

“This battle (says Colonel Stuart in his historical 
memoir) was, in fact, the beginning of the revolutionar 
war that obtained for our country the liberty and independ. 
ence enjoyed by the United States, and a good presage of 
future success ; for it is well known that the Indians were 
influenced by the British to commence the war to terrify 
and confound the people, befure they commenced hostilities 
themselves the following year at Lexington. It was thought 
by British politicians that, “ to excite an Indian war would 
prevent a combination of the colonies for opposing partia- 
mentary measures to tax the Americans.” The blood, 
therefore, spilt upon this memorable battle will long be 
remembered by the good people of V’rginia and the Uniied 
States with gratitude.’’ 


The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- 

| tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Howe} is pend- 
ing to the substitute offered by the gentleman from 

| Ilnois, [Mr. Ractarpsow.] 

| Mr. HOWE. I again appeal to the gentleman 
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from lilinois to accept the amendment I have 
offered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I cannot determine, || 


nor shall | undertake to determine, when the || 
By the provisions || 


American Revolution began. 
of the bill, all the surviving soldiers, and their wid- 
ows, of the Revolution, are included. I therefore 
decline Lo accept the amendment, because I do not 
want the bounties to begin before the Revolution 
began. If it was after the Revolution, they are 
, already included in the bill; if it was before, they 
ought not to be paid by this Government. 
One word more, and | shall demand the pre- 
vious question. 


osition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
I did not think, | 
however, that it was clear enough to make a part | 


ought to be attached to the bill. 


of the bill iteelf. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. I wish to appeal || 
to the gentleman from Illinoisto accept an amend- || fl 


ment which I will indicate. He can do as he 


pleases; but the amendment will cover a worthy | 
class of soldiers in the gentleman’s own district. || 
The amendment which I wish him to admit, is | 
to add to the last clause of the substitute the fol- | 


lowing: 


Also, those who served in company K, United States 
Mounted Rangers, under Captain Jesse Bean, in any of the | 


years from June, 1832, to May, 1835, as volunteers, and to 
their widows and children. 
who served in 1836 .°7-°8, in the removal of the Cherokees 
to their present homes, and in preventing hostilitics pend- 
ing said removal. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
cline. 
wish I could embrace them all. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put: 

The question was then put upon the amendment | 
of Mr. Bows to the amendment of Mr. Ricuarp- | 

' gon; and it was, on a division, agreed to—ayes 80, 
noes 59. 


I move the pre- | 


The question then recurring upon the amend- | 


ment as amended, it was put; and agreed to. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, 


ainendment. 

Cries of ** No!” ** No!” 

he SPEAKER, Objection being made, it is 
not in order to propose an amendment, the pre- 
vious question not having been exhausted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 
read the third time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 demand the previous | 
question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
mein question was then ordered to be put. 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I demand the yeas || 


and nays upon the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


the Hlouse do now adjourn. 
Cries of ** No!” * No!”’} 
The question was taken on the passage of the | 





I believe and think that the prop- || 


Also, to the volunteer troops’) | 





I must respectfully de- | 


I cannot accept any moreamendments. | | 


I would be pleased to | 
suggest to the gentleman from Illinois another | 
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Smith, George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Wade, 
| Walker, Walsh, and Wells—39, 


| So the bill was passed. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. STRAUB announced that his colleague, 
| Mr. Jones, was absent from sickness, but had he 


|| been here he would have voted in favor of the 


| bill; that he had been informed that his colleague 

| would have voted in the affirmative, but he had it 

not from the gentleman himself. 

| Mr. 8. also said that he himself had desired to 

make a speech in favor of the bill, but had not 

been able to get the floor to do so. 5 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to reconsider 

| the vote by which the bill was pane and to lay 

| the motion to reconsider upon the table. . 

| ‘The question was taken; and the latter motion 


| was agreed to. 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, here obtained the 


oor. 
| Mr. SINGLETON. I would ask the gentle- 
| man from Michigan to yield to me a moment. 
Mr. STUART. 1 will yield to the gentleman 
| from Mississippi. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. 
| privilege. I would state, Mr. Speaker, that I pro- 
ose to move to suspend the rules, and that the 
louse resolve itself into the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, with a view to 


| order an evening session under the resolution. 
| But if the gentleman from Mississippi has a prop- 
| osition to make I will withdraw it, with the 
| understanding that I shall have the opportunity 
| to renew it before the House adjourns. 

| Mr. PHELPS. I have this to say, that the 
| state of the public business requires the evening 
| sessions for the transaction of public business, and 
| not for Buncombe. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I merely desire to ask 
permission of the Elouse to print a few remarks 
which I have prepared, but have not been able to 
present to the Flouse. 

[Cries of ** Agreed !”” ‘* Agreed !’’] 

[The speech will be found in the Appendix.] 


BILL NO. 494, 


Mr. ELLISON. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
| Whole from bill No. 494-—— 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. ELLISON. I will simply state that the 





| Government has been twice paid for one hundred 


and sixty acres of land, and the bill to which I 
refer, barely authorizes the Commissioner to pay 
back what surplus he has received. 

Mr. WALSH. [ objected, and objected loud 
enough to be heard. This discussion is out of 
order. 

Mr. ELLISON. Then I move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


| Michigan yield to the gentleman from Ohio for 
Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I move that || 


the purpose of moving to suspend the rules? 
r. STUART. No, sir; 1 do not. 
Mr. ELLISON. I have not asked the House 








bill, and resulted—yeas 135, nays 39; as fol- 
lows: . 


© AS—Mesers. James C. Allen, Appleton, Ball, Barks- 
dale, Barry, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Bridges, 
Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chand- 
jer, Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker Cullom, Thomas Davis Dawson, De Witt, 
Wvickinson, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. El: 
on, Ellison, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Fingler, Fiorence, Gamble, Goode, Goodwin, 
Green, Greenwood, Grey, Hamitton, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, 


Hunt, In 1, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, 
Knox, Kurtz Letcher wis, Lilly, Lindsley, Lyon, 
McCulloch, McMuli McNair, Matteson, Maurice, May, 


in 
Mayall, Meacham, Middieswarth, Morgan Murray, No- 
bie, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, M ecai Oliver, Pack- 


er, Peckham, Pennington, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Preston, 

rringle, Puryear, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, 

Rogers, Rowe, Russell, op, Cowart, Show- 
mue 


> 
| oR 
er, Simmons, een Bee A. Smith, Wil- 
Kur Smith, Soltere, Prederi P. Stanton, Richard H. 
tanton, Stratton ndrew Stuart, Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. T: lor, Teller, Thurston, 
Trout, Upham, Vansant, Wal Walley, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, John eer Tee 
Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, H B. 
ba haw and Zollicoffer—133. 
—Messrs. Aiken, Belcher, Benton, Clark, > 
Joba G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, 
Edgerton, Edmands, Fuller, Aaron Harlan, Henn, Hibbard, 
Houston, George W. Jones, Roland J Lamb, Mc- 
alt, McQueen, Macy, Smith Miller, Milison, Morri- 
schols, Orr, Parker, Beymour, Shaw, 


son, > er, 


for one single favor during the session until this 
moment, 


FRANKLIN CHASE. 

Mr. READY. The gentleman from Michigan 
indicates his willingness to yield the floor to me 
for a moment, and I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of Senate bill No. 590, being a bill 
for the relief of Franklin Chase, in order that it 
be put upon its passage now. It will require but 
& moment to dispose of it. It passed the Senate 
by a strong vote, and has been reported by the 
Committee on Commerce of this House unan- 


imously. 

Mr. yon ES, of Tennessee. I would say that 
the House is not now in a condition to take up 
this bill and pass it. ’ 

Mr. WALSH. I object to it. 

Mr. READY. I move to suspend the rules for 
the pu I have indicated. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the 
floor, and cannot take it from the gentleman from 
Michigan for that purpose. 

ST. CLAIR FLATS. 


Mr.STUART. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 


William R. || from the further consideration of House bill (No. 


I rise to a question of 


| ments to the Army bill sent us from the Senate 
which are of the utmost importance, and demand 
our most careful consideration. One provides for 


ener eee 


February 28, 
—_—<—$<—<—$—<———————mWmVVne 
498) making appropriations for deepenin 
channel over thr t. Clair flats, and for deeneus’® 
the channel over the flats of the St. Mary’s rie 
| in the State of Michigan. I move that the House 
| do now adjourn, with a view of to-morrow brino. 
| ing up the other internal improvement bills. ’ 
Me. CAMPBELL. [| withdrew my motion 
_ under the understanding that we should go into 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of th, 
Union, for the purpose of taking a recess, and 
having an evening session for general debate, 

Mr. STUART. I withdraw the motion tp 
adjourn. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I move that the Housed, 
now resolve itself into the Committee of the Whoje 
on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion wag 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Henpricks in the chair.) 
| ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The amendments of the 
| Senate to the Army appropriation bill are before 
the committee. The pending question is on the 


1 








| 


amendment of the Committee of Waysand Means 
to the fifth amendment of the Senate. The Clerk 
will report it. 

The Clerk reported the amendment, as follows: 

Strike out the words “ For repairs, preservation, and con- 

tingencies of arsenals, $50,000,” and insert: 

For arsenals, including the purchase of sites for new 
| arsenals in Texas and New Mexico, and the erection of 
| suitable magazines and other arsenal buildings in Texas, 

California, Oregon, and New Mexico, $268,175. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend that the Senate amendment be stricken out, 
and that the following be inserted in lieu of it: 

For repairs, preservation, and contingencies of arsenals, 
$50,000, and for continuing the construction of the arsenal 
at Benicia, California, $40,000. And it is hereby provided, 
| That the annual compensation of the civil superintendents 
of the national armories be $2,500, without perquisites, 

allowances, or additions of any kind, and that the same be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, I rise for the 
purpose of appealing to the committee to give this 
evening to the public business. ‘There are amend- 





four additional regiments for the Army. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The gentleman is not discussing 
the amendment under consideration. 

Mr. PHELPS. I trust that I may be allowed 
to proceed. I shall occupy but a moment. | re- 
peat that there are several of the Senate amend- 
ments to this bill which require consideration. 
They will excite, I have no doubt, strong opposi- 


tion. 

Mr. WHEELER. Thegentleman is not speak- 
ing to the amendment under consideration, and is, 
therefore, out of order. 1 call him to order. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam speaking to the bill under 
consideration. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to the amendment before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PHELPS. There are amendments relat- 
ing to the defense of our Indian frontier. We have 
to take action on them, and it is important that 
we should act on them promptly; for, if there bea 
disagreement between the two Houses, as I trust 
there may be in relation to the mode of defending 
the frontier, there must be necessarily a commit- 
tee of conference. | expect that these amendments 
will give rise to some discussion. That discussion 
can take place in the evening session, instead of, 
as it will, unless my estion be adopted, occu- 
pying the most of one of the few days left us. 

Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman is not speak- 
ing to the amendment, and is out of order. | in- 
sist on the enforcement of the rules. 


EVENING SESSION. ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The committee will allow 
mea word here. In making the motion that the 
House resolve itself.into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, I expressly de- 
clared that when we got into committee it was My 
intention to move for a recess and evening session 
under the resolution of the House, with a view to 


general debate. Now there may be great force in 
remark of the 


gentleman, that the public busi- 
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ness is pressing, and I will go as far as he can, or 
dare go, under proper circumstances, to expedite 
the public business; but he has too much experi- 
ence to believe that this body is in a temper to 
finally dispose of the important matters to which 
he alludes this evening. We know very well that 
there will be no quorum present to-night. ' 

Mr. WHEELER. I rise to a question of 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The debate between the 
gentleman from Missouri and the gentleman from 
Ohio is out of order, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I suggest that the gentle- 
man yield the floor to me for the pu e of mov- 
ing that we take a recess until seven o’clock this 
evening. 

Cries of * Agreed !”’ 
he CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Missouri yield for that purpose? 

Mr. PHELPS. My object is to expedite the 
public business. It appears that the committee 
wish an evening session, and not wishing to detain 
it any longer, ge that the committee take a 
recess until seven o’clock this evening. I wish to 
discuss the amendments to the Army bill. There 
are others who wish to express their views on the 
subject. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Are notthe debates during 
the evening session unrestricted as regards the 


topic? 

The CHAIRMAN, That will depend, so far 
as this evening’s session is concerned, on the order 
which the committee now makes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Missouri, so as to make the 
committee take a recess for the purpose of general 
debate. 

The CHAIRMAN, Will the gentleman first 
allow the Chair to understand the question of 
order raised by the gentleman’s colleague? 

Mr. EDGERTON. My question of order was 
this: I understand the resolution adopted by the 
House to provide that evening sessions shall be 
for the purpose of general debate. I hold, there- 
fore, that if an evening session is held, it must be 
for the purpose of general debate. 

Mr. PHELPS. | will modify my motion then, 
so as to move that the committee take a recess 
until seven o’clock for the parpose of considering 
public business. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will still move to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from Missouri, as he 
now submits it, by substituting the motion that 
the committee take a recess until seven o’clock, for 
the purpose of general debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the question will be 
first upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 


Mr. HENN. Is it in order to move that the 
committee do now rise? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is notin order. The 


motion that the committee take a recess having 
been made first would take precedence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is a motion that 
the committee take a recess amendable? 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair, under the resolution of the House, the 
motion is amendable. 

Mr. JONES, Well,sir, I will not appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, but | think itis wrong. 

Mr. McQUEEN. Does not the resolution of 








| 


| 
j 


| 
| 


| 


a 


| 





| 


the House providing for these evening sessions, | 


make the debate general in such sessions, without 
~ further action of the committee? 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
for the committee to decide. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Mr. Chairman, I 
mak that when the House passed the resolu- 

on—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not debat- 
able. The resolution of the House is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Resolved, That for the remainder of the present session, 


all debate in the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union shall be confined strictly to a discussion 
wahees d 


of the proposition under consideration, uring such 
evening sessious as a majority of said committee may order 
for the express purpose of general debate. 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Well, sir, I hold 
that the committee have no right to alter the char- 
acter of that resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not so proposed. The 


estion is now upon the ap ee of the gen- 
eman from Ohio, that the House take a recess 
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until seven o’clock, for the purpose of general || and public, political, and moral sentiment of the 


debate. 

Mr. FARLEY. 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Faa.ey and 
Henn were appointed. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a question of order. 
I desire to know if it is in the power of this com- 
mittee to take a recess without the order being 
made by the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is competent for the 
committee to take a recess. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
ropound an aaiee? 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair must say again 
that the motion is not debatable. 

Mr. PHELPS. To avoid the necessity for a 
division of the committee, 1 will withdraw the 


I demand tellers upon the 


motion to take a recess for the purpose of attend- 
ing to the public business. It seems to be the wish 
of a majority of those present that the committee 
should meet for the purpose of general debate. 
The CHAIRMAN. Then the question is only 
upon the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio. 
The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

And thereupon, at half past five o’clock, the com- 
mittee took a recess until seven o’clock, p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 
Shortly after seven o’clock, the Chairman again 


called the committee to order. 
Mr. YATES obtained the floor. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


-The committee then rose, informally, and the 
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. Letcuer) having taken 
the chair, a message was received from the Sen- 
ate, by Mr. Aspury Dicxins, their Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate agreed to the 


amendments of the House to the following bills: | 


An act to grant to the State of Ohio the unsold 
and unappropriated public lands remaining in that 
State; 

An act extending in certain cases the provisions 
of the act entitled ‘* An act to extend preémption 
rights to certain lands therein mentioned,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1853; and 

An act to prevent mistrials in the district and 
circuit courts of the United States, in certain cases. 

Also, that the Senate had passed without amend- 
ment, the bills of the House making appropri- 
ations for the transportation of the United States 
mails by ocean steamers and otherwise, during 
the fiseal years ending 30th June, 1855, and 30th 
June, 1856. 

And also, that the Senate insisted on their 
amendments to the Indian appropriation bill, dis- 
agreed to by the House,and asked a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 


Mr. YATES then replied to the speech hereto- 
fore made by Mr. Steruens, of Georgia. He was 
surprised to hear that gentleman and others assume 
the position that the result of the elections last fall, 
returning to the next Congress a triumphant ma- 
jority opposed to the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise, was not to be regarded as a test of the 
popular sentiment upon the subject of the Nebraska 
question. From the first dawning of our national! 
existence down to the present time, never had a 
oorer measure received such a withering and 

lighting rebuke as the Nebraska bill passed by 
the last session. The condemnation of the public 
had swept over that measure, its aiders and abet- 
tors, like the wasting and destroying sirocco. By 


freedom had nobly vindicated herself, and showed 
herself capable of rising superior to the domina- 
tion of political parties and aspiring political lead- 
ers. he Nebraska question was the dominant 
issue in the late canvass, and the result had been a 
total overthrow of an Administration which came 
into power upon a tempest of popularity. In no 
State in the Union was the defeat of this measure 
so signal as in Illinois; for it must be recollected 
that she was the banner State of Democracy, and 
that, while other States had occasionally failed, 
she had never faltered in her fealty to the Demo- 
cratic party. 


Mr GOODRICH spoke of the Kansas Emigra- |) 


tion Society, of which he was president, It was 
his intention to justify the principles and purposes 
of that organization upon the principles and policy, 





Will the Chair allow me to | 
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country 


at the time this Government was formed. 
If he — not do wis would abandon the prin- 
iples and p of that organization. He spoke 
oi length gt spew heg ™ 
Mr. CAMPBELL replied to the speech of Mr. 


Srepuens, of Georgia, made some time since, and 
entered into an argument to prove the error of the 


ci 


assertion of the latter gentleman that slave labor 
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| and the accompanying p.pers, 


States: 


| mittee of 


is better calculated to develop the resources of the 
country than free labor. Mr. C. also adverted to 
other subjects connected with slavery. 

Mr. BAILEY, of Georgia, in brief terms, dep- 
recated the subject of controversy between his 
colleague and the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. BANKS replied toa speech of Mr. Kerrr, 
in which the latter gentleman had referred to the 
character of the Federal party of Massachusetts in 
the war of 1812. In further reply to that speech, 
he argued to show that the head of the Church of 
Rome did claim the power of directing the temporal 
affairs of those who embrace the Catholic faith. 

Mr. KEITT rejoined at considerable length. 
In the course of his remarks an interesting dis- 
cussion ensued between Messrs. Kgirt, Souiers, 
and Bangs, as to the course which the Know- 
Nothing party will pursue on the subject of sla- 
very. 

[The above speeches will be found in the Ap- 
pense) 

Mr. FLORENCE. I had intended to review 
the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio in their 
connection with this subject, but as the hour is 


| very late, [ do not desire to speak this evening. I 


move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And the committee rose; and the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. Miiuson) having taken the chair, 
Mr. Hewnpaices reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had had the 
Union generally under consideration, and partic- 
ularly the amendments of the Senate to the Army 
appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I desire to submit a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, for the purpose of taking 
up two or three pension bills to put them upon 
their As there are so few members 


present, I shail not ask fcr a vote upon my motion 


now, but I desire that it may be enterad in case 
opposition should be made to taking up the bills 
to-morrow. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and thereupon (at 
half past twelve o’clock) the House adjourned 
until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


I move that the House do 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 1, 1855. 

The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Hewry Sricer. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. There is a very long 
Journal. I move that the reading of it be dispensed 
with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 


Wasuinoton, February 27, 1855. 
To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit to Congress herewith a communication of this 


: *7 || date from the Secretary of the Interi d rend 
the result of the fall elections, as he understood it, || i y eo 


that the appropriation therein asked for be made. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 


On motion by Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, 
the message, with the accompanying communi- 


| cation, were referred to the Committee of Ways 


and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, the following message: 
Wasuinotos, February 27, 1855. 
To the Senate and 


House of Representatives of the United States: 
I communicate herewith, for the consideration of Con- 
gress, a letter of this date from the Secretary of the Interior, 
recommending certain ap- 
propriations on account of the Indian service. 
PRANKLIN PIERCE. 
On motion by Mr. HENN, the message and 
accompaning papers were referred to the Com- 


ays and Means, and ordered wo he 
printed 
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. but I will not object to half an hour. 


-be done. 


$006 _ 


Also, a communication from the Second Auditor 
of the Treasury, transmitting copies of such ac- 
counts as have been rendered by persons charged | 
or intrusted with the disbursement and application 
of money, goods, or effects for the benefit of In- | 
dians from the Ist of July, 1853, to the 30th of | 
June, 1854, inclusive, together with a statement | 
containing a list of the names of all persons to | 
whom goods, money, and effects have been deliv- | 
ered within the same time, specifying the amounts | 
and the objects for which intended, the amounts | 
accounted for, and the balances under each spe- | 








cific head. : 
On motion by Mr. HAVEN, the communica- 


tion was laid upon the table, and ordered to be || 


printed. 


Also, a communication from the Treasurer of | 
the United States, transmitting copies of his ac- | 
counts, and the receipts and disbursements for the | 
Post Office Department for the year ending 30th 
June, 1854. 

On motion by Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, 
the communication was ordered to lie upon the 
table, and be printed. 


And, also, acommunication from the Post Office | 
Department, transmitting copies of the abstracts | 
of offers for carrying the mail made within the 
year, and all the contracts necessary for the trans- 
portation of the mails, &c. 

On motion by Mr, BRIDGES, the communice- | 
tion was ordered to lie upon the table, and be | 
printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to make 
a single suggestion with reference to the business 
of the body. 

Mr. OLDS. Let me ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to bring in the post-route bill. 
It will take no time. 

The SPEAKER. 
draw his suggestion. 


Then the Chair must with- 


Mr. HAMILTON. Let us hearthe Speaker’s || 


suggestion. 
The SPEAKER. The suggestion of the Chair 
is simply this, that as there is a great variety ef | 
business to which no objection will be made, half 
an hour or an hour be devoted to the reception of 
such matters, 
Mr. BRIDGES. 


1 would suggest one hour. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


I must object to an hour, 


The SPEAKER. Then, if there be no objec- 
tion, half an hour will be devoted to that purpose, 
with the understanding that if debate shall arise 
the measures shall go back to their original rest- 
ing places, 

No objection was made to the course suggested. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I have a motion pending 
to suspend the rules to take up some pension 
bills. 
tion, | suppose. 

The SPEAKER. Not at all. 
pause in the current buSiness of the body. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
a time agreed upon is one hour, or only half an | 

1our? 

The SPEAKER. Half an hour is all that is 
a Perhaps we can get through in half an 

our. 


Mr. SEWARD. 





I desire to understand the 


This order will not interfere with that mo- || 
It is only a || 


I wish to know if || Oh 
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read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
| cordingly read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. FULLER. I have but one more bill to 
offer. It is a bill to carry into effect the recipro- 
city treaty between the United States and Great 
Britain. It has passed the Senate. 
Cries of ‘* Object!”’ 
r. RICHARDSON. One bill is enough for 
any gentleman to offer. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is not 
fair for one gentleman to offer more than one bill; 
and I object to it. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, from 
| the Committee on Commerce, reported the follow- 
| ing bills; which were read a first and second time 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| by their respective titles, referred to the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed: . 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
| improvement of the harbor of Huron, Ohio; 

A bill to provide for a resurvey of the harbors 
at Marblehead, Nantucket, and Sandy Bay in the 
State of Massachusetts; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 


ixiprovement of the Kennebec river, in the State || 


of Maine; 
| A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
| navigation of the Arkansas river; 
A bill making appropriation for continuing the 


near Iall’s Island, Maine; 


| harbor of Oak Orchard, on Lake Ontario; 
| A bill making appropriation for the construction 


|| and repair of certain dredge, snag, and scow boats; || 
A bill making appropriation for continuing the | 


| breakwater at Rockland harbor, Maine; 


ment of the navigation of the Missouri river; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor of Kenosha, Wis- 
consin; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Appomattox river, below Petersburg, 
Virginia; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
| improvement of the harborof Sodus bay, Wayne 
_county, New York; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
construction of a levee across the mouth of the 
| river San Diego, California, and other works; 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor of 
St. Joseph’s, Michigan; 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor of East 
Pascagoula river; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor of Buffalo, New York; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Tennessee river; 

A bill making appropriation for the continuing 
| of the Delaware breakwater, in the Delaware; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
_improvement of the harbor of Sandusky City, 
10; 
A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
| improvement of the harbor at Racine, Wisconsin; 
| A bill making appropriation for repairs of the 
piers in Saco river, in the State of Maine; 

A bill nang appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Clin- 





extent of the rule which has been adopted; whether || ton river, Michigan; 


gentlemen from each particular State will be enti- 
tiled to the floor as their States are called? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; and none others. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to carry out 
the unanimous understanding of the House, by 
calling the States in their order. 


PORTS OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to establish Columbus, in 
the State of Mississippi, Chattanooga, in the State 
of Tennessee, and Hickman, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, ports of delivery; which was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

Mr.SEWARD. With the leave of the gentle- 
man from Maiaos, I desire to amend that bill. I 
desire to move to append to it Senate bill No. 112. 

The SPEAKER. If not objected to that can 


Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio. I object. 
‘ The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


A bill making appropriation for the further im- 
provement of the navigation of James river, Vir- 
ginia; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
construction of the harbor on Lake Ponchartrain, 

| Louisiana; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Colorado river; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor of Ashtabula, Ohio; 

bill for continuing the improvement of the 

navigation of the Illinois river; : 

A bill making appropriation for the rem oval of 
obstructions from the Susquehanna river; 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor of New 
Buffalo, Michigan; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Oswego, New York; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the Hudsen river above be- 
| low Albany, New York; 


removal of the rocks obstructing the navigation || 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the || 


A bill making appropriation for the improve- || 
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A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
/removal of the rocks at Hell Gate, New York 
harbor; 
| _ A bill making appropriation for continuing th, 
'| connection of the waters of the Indian river and 
| Musqaito lagoon, Florida; 
___A bill for the improvement of the harbor of 
| Waukegan, Illinois; : 
| _ A bill making appropriation for the constry:. 
| tion of steam dredges, steam tug equipments, ang 
_ discharging scows, for the Chesapeake bay, anj 
| the Atlantic coast; 
A bill making appropriation for the improy, 
| ment of the barhie of Manitou, Wisconsin, r 
|_ A bill making appropriation for continuing th. 
breakwater at Richmond Island harbor, Maine; 
| A bill for continuing the improvement of th 
| Des Moines rapids, in the Mississippi river; 
| A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
survey of the harbor of Galveston, and Pass» 
_Cavello, and other harbors and rivers in Texas; 
A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
| repairs of the piers and improvements of the har. 
bor of Newcastle, Delaware; : 


| A bill for the improvement of the harbor of 
|| Black Lake, Michigan; 

-A bill for the removal of obstructions at Co, 
_bert’s shoals, in the Tennessee river; 
| A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
repairs of the breakwater in Portland harbor, 
Maine; ~ 
| _A billmakingappropriat‘on for the improvement 
| of the harbor of Bridgep rt, in Connecticut; 

A bill making appropriation for the improvement 
| of the Ohio river ; 

| <A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
repairs of the injuries done to the Government 
| works on Plymouth beach; 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor of 
Grand Haven, Michigan; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
| improvement of the harbor of Erie, Pennsylvania; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor of Conneaut, Ohio; 

A bill for ee the improvement of the 
Rock river rapids, in the Mississippi river; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Burlington, Vermont; 

A bill making eee for continuing the 
improvement of the arbor at the mouth of Grand 
river, Ohio; 

A bill making appropriation to continue and 
extend the piers in the harbor of Monroe, in the 
| State of Michigan; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
| ment of the harbor of Dubuque; 

A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
removal of the obstructions near the mouth of the 
Seekunk river, Rhode Island; and 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor at Milwaukie, Wiscen- 
sin. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back, with a recommendation that they 
do pass, the following bills; which were severally 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill making an appropriation for continuing 
| the sea-wall for the protection of Great Brewster's 
Island, in the harbor of Boston, Massachusetts; 

A bill making a further appropriation for deep- 
ening the bar of Charleston harbor; 

A.bill making appropriatign for continuing the 
repairs of the breakwater at Hyannis harbor, 
Massachusetts; : 

A bill making appropriation for the completing 
of the shelter or harbor at Reedy Island, in the 
river Delaware; ; 

A bill making appropriation for the repair of 
the sea-walls on Deer and Lowell’s islands, in 
Boston harbor, Massachusetts; 5 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Dunkirk, New York, on Lake Erie; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
pier congirestag 2 breakwater at Michigan 
City, in the State of Michigan, and to otherwise 
improve the harbor at said city; 

bill making a further a 
pleting the improvement of 








riation for com- 
obile bay; 


A bill makin ropriation for the improvement 
for the preservation ign of Great Wood’s-Hole harbor, 
Massachusetts; — 
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~ A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor of Sodus bay, Cayuga | 
county, New York; and 


A bill making appropriation for continuing the || further objection to its passag 


improvement of Taunton river, Massachusetts. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I desire also to move 
to discharge the committee from the further con- 
gideration of certain matters. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, I object to that. 


WILLIAM CARR LANE. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I offer the following reso- 
Jution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to William 
Carr Lane the usual mileage and per diem from the com- | 
mencement of the last session until the day upon which the 
contest between himself and the Hon. José Manuel Gal- | 
legos, for a seat in this House, as Delegate from the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, was finally decided. | 

Mr. HAMILTON. We cannot consider that 
resolution now; and I object to it. 


JOHN D. COLMESNIL. 
Mr. UPHAM. I desire to have the Committee 


of the Whole House discharged from the further || P 


consideration of joint résolution of the House | 
(No. 24) for the final adjustment of the accounts | 
of John D. Colmesnil, in order that it may be put 
upon its passage. F 

Mr. COBB. That is a very complicated case. 

Mr. DISNEY. Itis a clear case, and the reso- 
lution ought to be passed. 

Mr. COBB. | cbject to it. 


PETER AMEY. 


Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. I wish to 
have taken from’ the Speaker’s table a small bill; 





and I hope gentlemen will not object to it. It is || 


a small claim for an old man who fought on board 
the Essex. 


follows: 
Senate bill for the relief of Peter Amey, colored 


an. 
The bill, which was read ia eztenso, directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 


Navy, and pay him $96 per annum, to commence | 
from the Ist of January, 1850, and to continue 
during his life. 


Mr. ELIOT, Iask that the bill be put upon || 


its passage. ; : ; 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
read a third time, 

Mr. CHASTAIN. «I object. 

Mr. ELIOT. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I would ask if the bene- 
ficiary of this bill is a negro? 

Mr. ELIOT. Heisacolored man. He fought 
on board the frigate Essex. 


my objection. 

TheSPEAKER. Then the bill must return to | 
its original place on the Calendar. 

JOHN D. COLMESNIL—AGAIN. 

Mr. UPHAM. The gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. ors) agrees to withdraw the objection 
oops, he offered to the joint resolution presented 

y me. 

Mr. COBB. I will state the reason why I 
withdraw my objection. 

The SPEAKER, If debate arises it must go 
over. 

Mr. COBB. I merely want to state the reason | 
of my objection. I supposed that this was an old | 
case which we had up several yearsago. I find it | 


is altogether a different case, and I have no objec- | 
tion at all to it | 





Mr. UPHAM. My proposition is a substitute. 
It was reported as follows: 
Joint resolution for the final adjustment of the | 
accounts of John D. Colmesnil. 

The joint resolution directs the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to have the accounts of John D. Colmesnil, | 
president of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail Line | 
Company, reéxamined for the purpose of determ- 
ining whether any further com ion is due in 
law or equity to him, and to pay him such sumas | 
wy be adjudged to be due, for the use of himself 
and his assistants, out of the funds in the Treas- 
ury appropriated to the transporiation of mails, the | 
decision of the Department being subject, as in all 
other cases, to the proviso of the eighth section of 
the act of July 2, 1836, ** to change the 
tion of the Post Office Department.” 











\| the 9th September, 1847, and for the extraordi- 
Peter Amey on the list of invalid pensioners of the ‘| 


|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [I know nothing | 


‘| in the House. 1 suppose thatif any of those sol- 


|| which was read yesterday. My friend from Ala- || bill? 


j Britain, signed June 5, 1854,and approved August 
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Mr. LETCHER. |! wish merely to say—as I | AMOS KNAPP. 
made objection to this bill before—that it has been || 


amet Mr. CARPENTER. I ask the unanimous 
altered in conformity with my views, and [have no || consent of the House to take from the Speaker's 


ee || table Senate bill (No. 192) f i 
The question was taken; and the amendment, “ - PRR Aes Be the vellat of Amos 


in the nature of a substitute, was agreed to. The bill in this case directs the Secretary of the 
The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- | Interior to pay to Amos Knapp, out of any money 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,a sum 

it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. } equal to eleven dollars per month from July 1, 
PETER AMEY—aAGAIN. | 1848, to ©: date of ones e _ act; - - 

- || Increase his pension, gran the act of July 

a ee a — Soe — | 12, 1852, to the rate of eleven dollars per month, 
(Mr. Cuasram) agrees to withdraw his objection |, to continue during his natural life; provided that 
to the bill for the relief of PeterAmey. = || any sum which Knapp may have received, under 
m8 Sec haaaeis Sr teens | the act of July 12, 1852, shall be deducted from 
explain what a this man poorenaenat ¥ ee required to be paid by the previsions 
he SPEAKER. Under the special order of || Te Saw: 
the House, inquiry or debate cannot be had. | een jade Borne 5 SOS Shien pena , 
Mr. ELIOT. ‘The report will show. ing , . 


The bill was. ordered to be read a third time; } PRINTING DOCUMENTS. 
and it was accordingly read the third time,and | Mr. MURRAY. I offer the following resolu- 
assed. : | tion from the Committee on Printing: 
Mr. HUGHES obtained the floor. | 


| Mr. HIBBARD. I ask the consent of the gen- || Resolved, That such extra numbers of the Executive 


documents as are ordered to be printed in quarto form, 
tleman from New York to let me present a matter. | shail be bound by the public binder of the House, as the 
I was not here when the State of New Hampshire || House Committee on Printing shail authorize and direct, at 








| 


| was called. | such price as such committee shall deem reasonable and 
| Mr. HUGHES. Iam always willing to yield, ~~ . . 
| if 1 do not lose my own right to the floor. || The question was taken; and the resolution 


Mr. HIBBARD. Then I present || was adopted. 
Mr. J. C. ALLEN, (interrupting.) I object to || CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN. 
going back. | Mr.SAGE. I ask the unanimous consent of 





G. W. TORRENCE. the House to take upand consider House bill (No. 
Mr. HUGHES. Iask that the Committee of | 517) to authorize the corporate authorities of 


|| the Whole be discharged from the further consid- | Georgetown to impose additional taxes, and for 


‘| eration of Senate bill No. 552 for the relief of | Other purposes. 


The bill was taken up and read by its title, as || George W. Torrence. ||, Mr. HAMILTON. | It is one of the bills re- 


The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary |, lating to the District of Columbia. Ithas already 
of War to pay to George W. Torrence the sum | Passed the House, and is now returned from the 
| of $1,574, in full compensation for his gallant mil- || Senate with amendments. 
itary service at the National Bridge, Mexico, on | nal amendments to the bill were then read, as 

ows: 


nary expenses incurred by him in consequence of Page 1, line ten, after the word “ law,’? insert the word 


| wounds received by him In the service of the Uni- || ‘‘20w,’’ #nd in line eleven, after the word “ town,” insert 


|| ted States. the following : 


Mr. HUGHES. This isa Senate bill to which And all moneys vested or held in any bank, insurance, 


a , || brokerage, or exchange company, or institution, upon all 
| there can be no objection. I ask that it be put || State or corporation stocks, and money loaned at interest 
| upon its passage. on bond mortgage or other indebtedness. 


Mr. DUNHAM objected, but subsequently The question was then taken; and the amend- 
| withdrew his objection. ments were concurred in, 


| about this bill, except what I have seen of it here || BOUNTY LANDS. 

| Tau, , || Mr. WHEELER. I ask the unanimous con- 

| diers are entitled to special compensation, this || S¢"* of the House to take up and consider House 
claimant is one of them. | bill (No. 567) supplemental to an act granting 
The bill was ordered to be read a third time; | bounty lands to certain officers and solders who 





: || and it was accordingly read the third time, and | have been engaged in the military service of the 
Mr. CHASTAIN. Then I do not withdraw 


il 


passed. bose States, approved September 23, 1850, and 
also an act entitled ** An act to make land war- 
RECIPROCITY TREATY BILL. | rants assignable, and for other purposes,’’ ap- 

Mr. PECKHAM. [ask the unanimous con- 


| proved March 2, 1852. 
sent of the House to take up Senate bill, No. 560, || Mr. COBB. 


I wish to inquire who offered that 


bama objected to it, and withdrew his objection|| Mr. WHEELER. I did. 
subsequently. It isa bill to carry into effect the || Mr. COBB. I ask the gentleman to accept the 


last treaty stipulations between Great Britain and || bill I hold in my hand as a substitute? 
the United States. ; 


é a Mr. WHEELER. I cannot. 
The bill was reported by its title, as follows: Mr. COBB. | offer it, then, as an amendment 
Senate bill to amend an act to carry into effect || to the bill. 


the treaty between the United States and Great || Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [ hope the 


| gentleman will withdraw that amendment. It will 
, 1854. : ; | lead to the defeat of this bill. 
Mr. PECKHAM. The bill was read in full||) Mr. COBB. Then I object to the bill, if the 


yesterday. I move that the reading now be dis- || ne will not accept my substitute. {[t has 
pensed with. een recommended by the Committee on Public 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let it be read; I | Lands. - 


want to know what it is. Objection being made, the bill was not consid- 
The bill was read in extenso, and finally passed. || ered. 


JESSE FRENCH. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Mr. EDMANDS. I ask the unanimous con- || A message was here received from the Senate, 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s || by Assury Dicuss, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 
table House bill (No. 733) for the relief of Jesse || ing the House that the Senate had passed, without 
French, of Braintree, Massachusetts. , amendment, bills of the House of the following 

The bill was then read ceoeah by the Clerk. || titles: 
it provides that the name of the petitioner be || A bill for the relief of Cherles H. Pointer; 
placed upon the pate rolis, at the vate of four A bill for the relief of the children and. grand- 
dollars per month, to commence on the Isf day of || children of Thomas Morris; 

January, 1852, and to continue during his natural | An act for the benefit of the heirs of Philip R. 
life. | | Rice, deceased; 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | An act for the relief of Sarah Morriss, only heir 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, was | of Robert Mitchell, deceased , 
read the third time, and passed. | An act for the relief of William G. Preston; 
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An act for the relief of William G. Howison; 


and 

An act for the relief of Amos E. Cook. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

An act for the relief of Thomas Underhill, exe- 
eutor of Thomas Underhill, de ; with an 
amendment; * vib he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. : 

Also, that the Senate had indefinitely postponed 
a bill of the House of the following title: < 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Hoffman. i 

Also, that the Senate had a resolution 
suspending the 16th joint rule of the two Houses, 
so far as relates to the bill of the Senate No. 684. 


HENRY S,. SANFORD. : 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to takeup Senate bill 
(No. 420) for the relief of Henry 8. § ford. 

The vil, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to H.S. San- 
ford, acting chargé d’affaires of the United States 
at Paris, $6,222 83, being the difference between | 
the salary received by him as secretary of legation 
at Paris from May 14, 1853, to January 22, 1854, 
and the salary of chargé d’affaires for the same 
period; and also $1,170 63 as necessary expenses, 
clerk hire, and office rent for the same period. 

No objection being made, the bill was ordered 
to be read a third time; and was subsequently | 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved to reconsider the | 
vote by which the bili was passed, and to lay the | 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter | 
motion was agreed to. 


MARY JEMISON. 


Mr. PRINGLE. [ask the House to take up || 
House bill (Neo, 769) for the relief of the-heirs of | 
Mary Jemison, deceased. 

The bill provides for the payment to the heirs 
of Mary Jemison, deceased, otherwise called the 
‘* White Woman,” the sum of $998 25, for 
money unlawfully. withheld from her by the Gov- 
ernment Indian agent for the State of New York, 
provided that no portion of such sum should be 
paid to Polly, daughter of said Mary Jamison. 

No objection bemg made, the bill was ordered 








to be engrossed and read a third time; and being | 


engrossed, it was read the third time, and passed. | 
PAMELIA SLAVIN. | 
Mr. MATTESON. I ask the House to take 
up Senate bill (No. 521) for the relief of Pamelia 
Slavin. : 
M; DAVIS, of Indiana. I wish to make a 
suggestion to the Chair, in reference to the man- 
ner of the execution of this order of the House. 
The House agreed to devote one half hour to the 
calling of the States for reports, and that as they 
were called, each member from the State should || 
have the liberty to report or introduce one bill, | 
which should be considered, if there should be no | 
objection. Now it turns out that many members, | 
as their States are called, have no bills in charge, | 
which they wish to report, and I submit that it is 
not a fair execution of that order, that such gen- 
tlemen should take bills from members whose 
names are low down on the Calendar, and will 
probably not be reached under this order, and 
report such bills as theirown. As such a course 
consumes time it as an injustice to those 








who have bills of their own to report, and who 
are ready to report them as soon as their States 
are reached, 
i +o eet dan t on ct New ban 
r. Marreson, am ing genera 
has been pursued here to some 


of the course 
extent. 

The SPEAKER, . 
to say that the tra 
tion of the order a 

The bill 






a the pension roll 
; month, for five 


is not here. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then let the bill 


|| Tenneasee was entitl 
| he has. 
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Senate bill (No 387) for the relief of George M. 
Lt commercial agent at the port of St. 
uis, 

The bill was read for information. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there a report 
in this case. 

Mr. CUTTING. There is. But I will, ina 
word, explain the case as it will consume less 
time. e design of the bill is to reimburse 
money which was paid out of pocket for the relief 
of shipwrecked seamen. 

ioe of Order!” *Ordeg!"] i. 2. 

e SPEAKER. It is not in order té indulge 
in debate. The Chair is informed that the report 


go over. 
—— being made, the bill was not con- 

sidered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has not the half 
hour expited? 

The SPEAKER. Ithas. 

Mr. JONES. Then I demand the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I havea resolution which I 
desire to offer, that it may be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


~ ORDER OF BUSINESS) 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has called for the lar order of business, 
which is an objection to all business out of order. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I had the floor, and I would 
ask the Chair whether it could be taken from me 
bY the gentleman from Tennessee for the purpose 
of making the demand which he has? 

Fhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York was upon the floor under the order of the 
House. The half hour during which that order‘ 
held good having expired, the gentleman from | 

ed to make the demand which | 


‘WARD, HALLECK AND LITTLE. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
privileged question. I reported yesterday, from 


the Committee on the Judiciary, a bill for the re- | 


lief of Ward, Halleck & Little. At the time I sug- 


of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
Since I have examined the bill, which has been 
approved and signed by the President, creating.a 
court of claims, [ find that it authorizes bills to be 
referred by either House to that court. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which that bill was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, in order that it may be sent to the 
court of claims. 
would offer the joint resolution, which 
the Clerk’s table to be read for information, in 
order to cover.all cases. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That all the bills upon the Private Calendar 
which shall not have been disposed of at the close of this 


papers, to the court of claims. _ 
Mr. HUGHES. I object. 


. A. B. GRAY’S REPORT. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have asked the unanimous 
consent of the House for leave to introduce a reso- 
lution for reference to the Committee on Printing. 
ls there Re to it? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read 
for information. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resdlved, That ten thousand 


copies of the and map 
the treaty 


gested that it should be referred to a Committee 


And if there be no objection, I | 
send to 


Congress, be pepe with the reports and accompanying tain circu 







sition of certain private bills. Is 





any ob- 
jection? : 

Mr. FLAGLER. I was taken from the floor 
by asing on, and I shall object to all other 
business unless the House pro it did this 
morning in to the private bills now asked 


to be . 
The SPEAKER. Is it the pl of the 
House that, for another half hour, the Chair shall 
een done this morning? 
[Cries of ** Agreed! ee é 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. { object. If there 
be two thirds of the House in favor of that course, 
let a motion be made to suspend the rules for the 


ur, . 
\® The SPEAKER. There is a motion to suspend 


_ the rules now pending, and no other motion for 
suspension can be entertained until that is dis. 
posed of. Therefore, the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee ought to know that one objection blocks 
| the game. fn rd 

Mr. GIDDINGS, of Nebraska, I ask that my 
| motion for the suspension of the rules may be 
disposed of, so that the House ‘oceed to the 
consideration of other business. My object is to 
bring before the House and put upon its passage 
a bill which does but a simple act of justice to my 
constituents. , 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would be happy to see 
the Chair continue to call upon States for business, 
as he has been doing this morning. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee objects, and it cannot be done. 

Mr. JONES. I demand the regular order of 


| business. 


RELIEF OF CITIZENS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The question is on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules to 1arge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further consideration of a bill to amend 
_ the act of Congress, approved May 23, 1844, en- 












titled ** An act for the relief of the citizens of 


| towns upon lands of es, under cer- 
a . : 


ie. 


che 


pre 





